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1. INTRODUCTION
The State mandates that every city and county adopt a general
plan to guide future growth and development. The State also
requires all specific plans, subdivisions, public works projects,
and zoning decisions to be consistent with the general plan.
General plans are typically updated every 10 to 20 years to
respond to the changing needs of the community and changes
in State law. The current (2021) City of Solvang General Plan
was adopted in 2008. After 13 years, the City has decided to
revisit the General Plan to ensure the policy direction for the
future is representative of current community values and is
responsive to the changes of the next decade and beyond.
This section provides an introduction to the General Plan
process, an outline of new State laws affecting general plans,
a brief history of Solvang, and a description of important
planning boundaries.
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What is in a General Plan?
A general plan serves as the jurisdiction's “constitution” or “blueprint” for future
decisions concerning a variety of issues including land use, housing, mobility,
health, safety, and resource conservation. A general plan represents the community’s
aspiration for its future and expresses the community's development and resource
management goals. The general plan contains the goals and policies upon which the
City Council and Planning Commission will base their land use and natural resources
decisions.
A general plan has four defining features:
•

General. Provides general policy guidelines for future land use, transportation,
environmental, and natural resource decisions.

•

Comprehensive. Addresses a range of topics, including land use, housing,
economic development, infrastructure, public safety, recreation, and natural
resources.

•

Long-Range. Provides guidance for achieving a future envisioned 20 or more
years into the future.

•

Integrated and Coherent. Provides assumptions and projections to assess future
demands for housing, employment, and public services. Provides policies and
implementation programs that enable citizens to understand the vision of the City
and how policies will be implemented.

What is the Existing Conditions
and Trends Workbook?
This workbook tells the story of Solvang – where it has been,
where it is today, and the trends that will shape its future. This
workbook focuses on providing the foundational information
about the physical, natural, cultural, and economic conditions
and trends that sets the stage for updating the General Plan.
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What is the Difference between the
General Plan and Zoning?
A general plan is distinct from zoning. Although both the general plan and the zoning
ordinance designate how land should be developed, they do so in different ways. A
general plan has a broad, long-term outlook that identifies the types of development
that will be allowed, the spatial relationships between land uses, and the general
pattern of future development. The general plan also covers a broad range of topics
beyond those addressed in zoning. A zoning ordinance regulates development
through more specific standards such as lot size, building setbacks, height, and
allowable uses.
Under State law, all planning documents maintained, prepared, or approved by a city,
must be consistent with the general plan. This relationship is illustrated on Figure 1-1.
For land use, zoning is a key tool used to implement a general plan. Zoning supports
implementation of the general plan and, therefore, must be consistent with the
general plan. Upon adoption of the updated general plan, a city may need to amend
the zoning ordinance and zoning map to ensure consistency with the adopted general
plan. Development projects must not only meet the specific requirements of the
zoning ordinance, but also the broader policies set forth in the general plan.

Figure 1-1: Relationship Between the Plans
LONGER TERM

MORE GENERAL

General Plan

Zoning

Subdivision Regulations

SHORTER TERM

Building Permits

M O R E D E TA I L E D
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Why Should We Update the General Plan?
Because the City’s current General Plan is more than a decade old, there are several
topics that should be addressed to keep the General Plan relevant and consistent
with State law (Figure 1-2 and below):
• To confirm a common vision and priorities for the future.
• To address major changes in the community from over the past decade.
• To respond to contemporary planning issues and prepare for future changes.
• To comply with new State laws.

Figure 1-2: Potential Topics to Address in the Update

Social and Demographic Changes
• Increasing diversity
• Changing needs and behaviors
• Growing population and the need for
more housing

Technological Changes
• Autonomous vehicles
• Ride-, car-, bike-, and scootersharing
• Smart phones

Economic Shifts
• Rise of internet commerce and
reduction in “brick and mortar” stores
• Focus on specialty knowledge-based
industries, compared to manual trades

Global Issues
• Climate change, adaptation,
resiliency, and mitigation
• Environmental Justice
• Community Health
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Notable New State Laws
ASSEMBLY BILL (AB) 32 (2006) AND SENATE BILL (SB) 32 (2017)

• To reduce statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2020
• To reduce statewide GHG emissions 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030
CALIFORNIA COMPLETE STREETS ACT (2008)

• To accommodate all forms of transportation, including the needs of all nonmotorized travelers, through planning, maintenance, and improvements
AB 379 (2008)

• To address climate changes, adaptation, and resilience
SB 244 (2011)

• To address the infrastructure needs of unincorporated disadvantaged
communities in city and county general plans
SB 743 (2013)

• To use vehicle miles traveled (VMT) as the metric to evaluate environmental
impacts to more appropriately balance congestion management with infill
development, active transportation, and GHG emissions reduction
AB 52 (2014)

• To identify and minimize substantial adverse change(s) to significant tribal
cultural resources during the CEQA analysis
AB 1000 (2016)

• To identify disadvantaged communities and develop measures to reduce health
risks, address environmental justice, and to promote civic engagement in the
public decision-making process
CALIFORNIA 2017 HOUSING PACK AGE*

• To streamline housing development
• To provide State financial incentives for housing
production
CALIFORNIA 2019 HOUSING PACK AGE*

• To further streamline permitting and approval
processes and limit fees for housing production
• To facilitate the development of more accessory
dwelling units by removing barriers to approval and
construction
*These laws primarily affect zoning and development
approvals. Although these laws will not be addressed in
the General Plan Update, they have been some of the
most impactful laws passed recently.
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History
Indigenous Peoples
Prior to western settlement, the area that is now
Solvang was inhabited primarily by the Chumash
tribe of Native Americans. The Chumash historically
occupied the central and southern coastal regions
of California, in portions of what is now San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, and Los Angeles
Counties. The arrival of Spanish missionaries and
the subsequent Mexican occupation ultimately
disrupted and displaced the Chumash from the area.

Mission Santa Inés
Mission Santa Inés was established on September
17, 1804, by father Estévan Tapís as part of the
expansion of the mission system by Spanish
missionaries. The mission was constructed to
relieve overcrowding at Mission Santa Barbara and
Mission La Purísima Concepción since it was located
midway between the two. After the Mexican War of
Independence, Mexico passed the Secularization
Laws which confiscated mission lands, along with
other property, and transferred them to the control
of local ranchers. With secularization, Mission
Santa Inés and the Chumash Indian population in
the area began to decline. Most of the mission was
destroyed during an earthquake in 1812. However,
it was repaired by the Donahue family in 1884 and
renovated by Fr. Alexander Buckler in 1904.

Early History and
Settlement, 1845-1910
Present day Solvang is on land that was once
part of the Rancho San Carlos de Jonata.
Rancho San Carlos de Jonata was a land grant
given to Joaquín Carrillo and Jose Maria
Covarrubias by Governor Pio Pico in 1845.
This land grant covered approximately 26,600
acres. The land was predominately used as
agriculture. In 1872, Joaquín Carrillo and Jose
Maria Covarrubias sold the entire Rancho to
Vermont native Rufus Thompson Buell. Late in
the 1870’s, Rufus Thompson Buell was forced
to sell approximately 11,000 acres of the
Rancho due to severe drought.
In 1910, three Danish immigrants (Reverend
Benedict Nordentoft, Reverend J. M.
Gregersen, and Professor P. P. Hornsyld),
established the Danish-American Colony
Corporation in hopes of creating the first
Californian Danish-American colony. In
January 1911, the Corporation purchased
approximately 9,000 acres from the Santa
Ynez Development Company, which had been
instrumental in founding the towns of Santa
Ynez and Los Olivos. The three founders
named the colony Solvang, meaning “Sunny
Fields” in Danish.

HISTORIC TIMELINE
The colony of Solvang
founded

Bethania Lutheran
Church constructed

1914

Solvang
becomes known
as the Danish
Capital of
America

First Danish
Days celebration
takes place

Atterdag
College opens

1911

Crown Prince
Frederik IX and
Crown Princess
Ingrid of Denmark
visit

1928

1936

1939

1940s
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Early Growth,
1910-1930

The Danish Capital of America:
A New Identity, 1930-1950

Early settlers to Solvang moved fast
to create a strong and independent
community. By 1914, Solvang
constructed a hotel, multiple schools,
a general store, a bank, and a vehicle
repair shop to service vehicles on their
way to southern California. During this
period, Solvang established itself as
a self-reliant agricultural community,
in which many of the early settlers
founded dairies and creameries.

By the 1930s, Solvang had become the largest town in
the Santa Ynez Valley. Lumber yards, drugstores, feed
stores, meat markets, and car dealerships were all
added to serve the growing population. In 1936, the
25th anniversary of Solvang’s founding, the residents
held a three-day celebration honoring their Danish
heritage. The celebration (June 5-7) included a torchlight procession, plays, pageants, a parade, and folk
dancing and singing. In 1937, Solvang organized
another community wide celebration tied to its
Danish history and the tradition of Danish Days was
created.

With the arrival of electricity and the
automobile in the 1920s, Solvang
continued to grow. As its economy
grew, so did its population. To meet the
needs of the community, more homes
and businesses were constructed. This
growth ultimately shaped Solvang into
the city it is today. Many businesses
had located on Main Street (today’s
Copenhagen Drive) and Gaviota Road
(today’s Alisal Road). Most of the
residences were built along Lompoc
Road, which is today’s Mission Drive
(Highway 246).

Sana Ynez Valley Cottage
Hospital constructed

Copenhagen Square
was built
Solvang Municipal
Improvement
District (SMID)
formed

1947

By the mid to late 1940s, Solvang was losing its
economic base. With World War II in full swing,
many residents either joined the war effort or moved
out of the area to find better job opportunities.
After being named the “Danish Capital of America”
by the Saturday Evening Post magazine in 1947,
Solvang decided to fully embrace the concept of
tourism. Businesses remodeled their storefronts and
new buildings were constructed in the traditional
Danish provincial style. Danish style windmills,
thatched roofs, and Danish street names became
commonplace.

1951

Replica of Rundetårn
constructed
Solvang
incorporated as
a city

1964

1985

1991

Solvang featured
in Oscar award
winning film
“Sideways”

2004
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Present Day
Today, Solvang is much like it has been for the past several decades.
Most neighborhoods consist of single-family homes. Solvang has
evolved into a widely recognized tourist destination due to its unique
architecture, surrounding wine country, and its proximity to Mission
Santa Inés. The city’s economy and approximately 5,800 residents rely
heavily on tourism. The city’s architecture and setting are well known
throughout California and the nation, and the city’s identity and
economic vitality are aligned closely to the aesthetic character of the
community. The city’s compact development contributes to its charm
and pedestrian-friendly atmosphere.

Regional Setting
The city is located in Santa Barbara County, approximately 46 miles northwest of Santa
Barbara and 15 miles north of the Pacific coast. The city of Buellton is located to the west,
the town of Santa Ynez to the east, and the communities of Los Olivos and Ballard to the
north. Solvang is located in the Santa Ynez Valley in the central part of Santa Barbara
County. The city is surrounded by the Purisima Hills to the north, the upper Santa Ynez
Valley to the east, the Santa Ynez Mountains to the south, and the lower Santa Ynez Valley
to the west. Solvang is situated primarily along an alluvial plain formed by the Santa Ynez
River and on the southeastern edge of the Purisima Hills State Route 246 bisects Solvang
and provides a key regional east-west link between Highway 101 and State Route 154.
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Figure 1-3:
Regional Context
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Planning Area and Boundaries
Incorporated in 1985 as a general law city, Solvang encompasses approximately
2.4 square miles. Existing land uses in the city consist primarily of single-family homes,
open space, agriculture, and commercial. The area surrounding the city consists
primarily of open space, agricultural, and ranch uses.
The Solvang General Plan uses several terms to describe the city and its planning
boundaries:
• City Boundary. The political boundary that defines land that has been
incorporated into a city. Solvang has land use authority over all land within its city
boundary.
• Sphere of Influence. A sphere of influence (SOI) is the probable physical boundary
and service area of the city, as adopted by a Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO). An SOI typically includes both incorporated and unincorporated areas
within which the City will have primary responsibility for the provision of public
facilities and services.
• Planning Area. A General Plan, pursuant to State law, must address all areas
within the jurisdiction’s Planning Area. The Planning Area encompasses all
incorporated and unincorporated territory that bears a relationship to the longterm physical planning of the city.
These planning boundaries are illustrated on Figure 1-4. For Solvang, the SOI and the
Planning Area cover the same geographic area.
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Figure 1-4: Planning Area and Boundaries

Figure 1-4:
Planning Boundaries
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2. DEMOGRAPHICS
This Demographics section includes an overview of Solvang's
population and provides a look at the distribution of that
population by age and race/ethnicity. Information on
employment and income can be found in Section 3: Economy.
Having an understanding of the makeup of the population will
support Solvang in better gauging the needs of its residents.
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Population
According to the 2010-2019 American
Community Survey (ACS) estimates, the
population in Solvang has grown 11
percent, from 5,218 in 2010 to 5,804 in 2019.
Comparatively, Santa Barbara County’s
population grew about 7 percent during the
same time frame. Although the California
Department of Finance does not provide
population projections at the city level, it
shows Santa Barbara County’s population
growing 25 percent from 2019-2060 to
a population of 556,020. According to
the Santa Barbara County Association of
Governments (SBCAG, 2018), Solvang is
projected to grow to a population of about
6,300 persons by 2050.

Population

Figure 2-1: Population

Year

Age
Figure 2-2: Population by Age

Population

Solvang has a population that,
overall, is decreasing in age. The
median age, based on 2019 ACS
estimates, is 45.8 years old, down
from 46.2 in 2010. Despite this, the
proportion of people ages 55 and
older has increased from 34 percent
in 2010 to 37 percent in 2019. This is
a major divergence from countywide
trends, which suggest, on average,
a much younger population. The
proportion of people under 25 in
Solvang was 25 percent compared
to 38 percent in the county in 2019.
Solvang also has a high percentage
of working age residents between 25
and 54, which combine to make up
nearly 38 percent of the population,
as shown in Figure 2-2.

Age
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Ethnicity
As shown in Figure 2-3, Solvang’s racial demographic is mixed. While a majority
of the population identifies as White (68.1 percent), more than one quarter of
the population identifies as Hispanic or Latino (26.1 percent). This differs from
Santa Barbara County as a whole where 46 percent of the population identifies
as Hispanic or Latino.

Figure 2-3: Population by Ethnicity

Primary Language
As shown in Figure 2-4, approximately 25 percent
of Solvang residents speak a primary language
other than English. Countywide, about 40 percent
of residents speak a primary language
other than English.

Figure 2-4: Primary Language
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3. ECONOMICS
Strong fiscal health is essential to providing a high level of
public services and community amenities that contribute
significantly to the quality of life in Solvang. Economic
conditions in the private sector are an indicator of existing
trends and can point toward shifts in the local economy.
This section describes the current fiscal and economic
development conditions in the city, including employment and
existing jobs, major employers, job growth, income, and tax
revenue.
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Employment
Solvang had almost 3,100 residents employed in the labor force in 2019. Figure 3-1 provides
a breakdown of Solvang resident jobs by industry. Residents in Solvang are most commonly
employed in the tourism-related sector (arts, entertainment, recreation, and accommodation
and food service), or in jobs related to manufacturing; professional, scientific, and
management and administrative and waste management services; or educational services
and health care and social assistance. The unemployment rate in Solvang was 4.8 percent in
2019, lower than the countywide unemployment rate of 5.8 percent.
Figure 3-1: Solvang Residents, Employment by Industry, 2019

Table 3-1 shows resident jobs by type of worker for Solvang and Santa Barbara County
residents. Compared to the county, government workers are a considerably smaller
proportion in Solvang, and self-employed and unpaid family workers are higher percentages.
Table 3-1: Jobs by Type of Worker, 2019
Type of Worker

Private wage and salary workers
Government workers
Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers
Unpaid family workers
Total Civilian employed population 16 years and over
Source: 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Solvang
Number
% of Total
2,502
81.5
243
7.9
305
9.9
20
0.7
3,070

Santa Barbara County
% of
Number
Total
161,963
75.9
33,856
15.9
17,176
8.0
443
0.2
213,438
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Major Employers
Solvang's Top Ten employers are listed in Table 3-2, in order from most to least number of
employees. Key characteristics of these employers are as follows:
• Hospitality/food service, healthcare,
and retail trade industries dominate
the local economy from the
standpoint of major private-sector
employers.
• Hospitality/food service employers:
Alisal Guest Ranch & Resort, Mad
& Vin, Hotel Corque, and Solvang
Brew (also a beverage manufacturer)
are the primary dollar-importing
businesses among those on the list.

Table 3-2: Top Ten Employers, Solvang
Employer Name
Alisal Guest Ranch & Resort

Industry
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and
accommodation and food services

Atterdag Village (formerly Solvang
Health care and social assistance
Lutheran Home)
New Frontiers Market

Retail trade, and accommodation and food
services

Santa Ynez Cottage Hospital

Health care and social assistance

Solvang Unified School District

Educational services

• The School District is the largest
public-sector employer.

Valley Fresh Market

Retail trade, and accommodation and food
services

Landsby/Mad & Vin

Accommodation and food services

• These major employers, taken
together, constitute almost a third of
total employment in Solvang.

Hotel Corque

Accommodation and food services

Nielsen Building Materials

Wholesale and retail trade

Solvang Brew

Accommodation and food services;
manufacturing

Source: City of Solvang CAFR 2020; TNDG.

Recent Job Growth
Between 2011 and 2019, Solvang
added 712 jobs at a compounded
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.35
percent (Table 3-3). This growth
rate contrasts with the lower
rate of job growth experienced
in Santa Barbara County (1.09
percent CAGR) during this same
period.

Industries with the largest growth between 2011 and 2019 were:
arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and
food services (574 jobs added); manufacturing (220 jobs added);
and other services, except public administration (201 jobs
added). The largest job losses occurred in educational services/
health care/social assistance (122 jobs lost); agriculture, forestry,
fishing and hunting, and mining (57 jobs lost); and the two
sectors of wholesale and retail trade (97 jobs lost, about equally
for each, but wholesale trade losses were a considerably higher
percentage of the total than for retail trade).

Table 3-3: Jobs and Wage Summary
Description
2011
Jobs
Solvang
Santa Barbara County

Employment
2019
2011 to
Jobs
2019 Job
Change

Median Household Income (MHI)
2011 to 2011 MHI 2019 MHI 2011 to 2019 2011 to 2019
2019
MHI Change
MHI CAGR
CAGR

2,358

3,070

712

3.35%

$61,133

$83,431

22,298

3.96%

195,736

213,438

17,702

1.09%

$61,896

$74,624

12,728

2.37%

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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Income

Figure 3-2: Median Household Income, 2019

The median household income (MHI) in Solvang
was $83,431 in 2019 (Figure 3-2), higher than the
countywide median income of $74,624 and the
statewide median income of $75,235 in the same
year. Between 2011 and 2019, incomes in Solvang
rose more steeply than in the county as a whole.
During this period, the MHI in Solvang grew at
a CAGR of 3.96 percent while the MHI in Santa
Barbara County grew at a lower CAGR of 2.37
percent (Table 3-3).

$83,431

$75,235
$74,624

City of Solvang

Santa Barbara
County

California

Projected Job Growth
The California Employment Development Department
(EDD) provides employment-growth projections for
regions throughout the state, with the latest set of
projections using a base year of 2016 and projecting
through 2026. Highlights from the projections for the
Santa Maria-Santa Barbara Metropolitan Statistical
Area (Santa Barbara County) are shown in Table 3-4.
The ten industry categories (and one subcategory, food
services) in the list have one or more of the following
characteristics: high numerical growth, rates of growth
above the baseline rate of change for all employment
in the county during this period (12.5 percent), or their
growth has the potential to have an outsized influence
on the local economy (e.g., manufacturing, which is
projected to grow while declining in many other regions,
and would generate a relatively high “multiplier effect,”
spurring additional employment. Projected job losses
are relatively minor, focused on the retail trade sector.

IMPACTS OF COVID-19
It should be noted that these
projections were prepared prior to
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
which has resulted in significant job
losses (especially in the tourismrelated industries prevalent in Santa
Barbara County). While the EDD
employment forecasts may still
provide a reasonable representation
of long-term (i.e., post recovery)
growth expectations for the county,
it is likely that the time frame for
achieving the indicated job growth
will be extended beyond the original
2026 forecast horizon.

Table 3-4. Selected Industry Growth Projections
NAICS
Code
23
31-33
51
54
55
56
62
71
72
722
92

Industry Title
Construction
Manufacturing
Information
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
Management of Companies and Enterprises
Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services
Health Care and Social Assistance
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation
Accommodation and Food Services
Food Services and Drinking Places
State and Local Government

Numeric
Change
2016-2026
1,900
1,500
700
1,700
600
1,600
4,500
700
4,600
4,100
2,800

Percentage
Change
2016-2026
23.2%
11.2%
14.0%
15.5%
27.3%
19.3%
18.9%
20.6%
19.4%
22.3%
8.1%

Source: California Employment Development Depar tment, Labor Market Information Division. Published April 2019. https://data.edd.
ca.gov

3. ECONOMICS | 21

Revenue
Table 3-5 shows a breakdown of General Fund
revenues for the City of Solvang in Fiscal Year
(FY) 2018-2019. In that year, the largest source
of revenue for the city was in occupancy (hotel)
taxes, which brought in more than $4.5 million and
accounted for 49.2 percent of annual revenues.
Sales tax was the next largest source at 16.3 percent
of revenues, followed by property tax (15.1 percent).
Figure 3-3 shows City revenues from taxes from
FY 2013-2014 through FY 2022-2023. The figure
shows actual revenues through FY 2018-2019
and projections (prepared by City staff) for years
after this period. The projections clearly show
the severe impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on
City revenues. In the last full fiscal year before the
pandemic (FY 2018-2019), City tax revenue totaled
$7.5 million. This total is projected to drop to $5.8
million in FY 2019-2020 and $5.7 million in FY 20202021. Total tax revenue is not projected to recover
to pre-pandemic levels until FY 2022-2023.

Table 3-5: Revenues, FY 2018-2019
Revenue Source
Occupancy Tax
Sales Tax
Property Tax
Other Taxes
Fees for Services
Rental/Lease Income
Grants
Miscellaneous
Donations
Overhead Contributions
Events
Interest Income
Reimbursements/
Transfers
Total

Annual
Percent of
Revenue
Total
$4,541,000
49.2%
$1,508,000
16.3%
$1,399,000
15.1%
$80,000
0.9%
$542,000
5.9%
$42,000
0.5%
$5,000
0.1%
$24,000
0.3%
$91,000
1.0%
$510,000
5.5%
$15,000
0.2%
$289,000
3.1%
$192,000

2.1%

$9,238,000

100.0%

Source: Solvang City Council 2020-22 Financial Plan.

Figure 3-3: Tax Revenues, FY 2013-2014 to FY 2022-2023 (Actual and Projected)
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Taxable retail sales are an important indicator of a city’s fiscal strength, and also
provide a measure of the degree to which a community’s retail tenant mix is
“balanced.” Tables 3-6 through 3-8 provide a summary of taxable sales trends
in Solvang for the period 2015 through 2019 (2019 is the latest full year for which
data are available).
Table 3-6: Total Taxable Sales by Business Type, 2015-2019, City of Solvang
Business Type
Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers *
Home Furnishings and Appliance
Stores
Building Material and Garden
Equipment and Supplies Dealers
Food and Beverage Stores
Gasoline Stations *
Clothing and Clothing Accessories
Stores
General Merchandise Stores *
Food Services and Drinking Places
Other Retail Group
Total Retail and Food Services
All Other Outlets
Total All Outlets

2015

N/A

2016

2017

N/A

N/A

2018

2019

N/A

N/A

$657,409

$664,873

$608,924

$641,187

$754,894

$18,059,309

$17,813,553

$19,791,319

$19,834,341

$18,098,367

$6,489,824
N/A

$6,849,216
N/A

$7,328,878
N/A

$6,542,383
N/A

$6,867,162
N/A

$11,522,526

$9,772,715

$10,114,846

$9,608,944

$9,413,853

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
$23,223,994
$24,684,545
$26,804,332
$28,729,478
$28,708,145
$27,301,496
$28,235,131
$27,984,591
$28,809,144
$31,086,692
$87,254,558
$88,020,033
$92,632,890
$94,165,477
$94,929,113
$25,236,712
$24,996,185
$25,142,217
$28,648,370
$31,097,984
$112,491,270 $113,016,218 $117,775,107 $122,813,847 $126,027,097

* Due to the small number of businesses in these categories, taxable sales for Solvang are included in "Other Retail
Group" category.
Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

Table 3-7: Per Capita Taxable Sales by Business Type, City of Solvang
Business Type
Home Furnishings and Appliance Stores
Building Material and Garden Equipment and Supplies
Dealers
Food and Beverage Stores
Clothing and Clothing Accessories Stores
Food Services and Drinking Places
Other Retail Group
Total Retail and Food Services
All Other Outlets
Total All Outlets

2015
$120

2016
$122

2017
$109

2018
$111

2019
$130

$3,290

$3,268

$3,539

$3,437

$3,109

$1,182
$2,099
$4,231
$4,974
$15,896
$4,598
$20,494

$1,257
$1,793
$4,528
$5,180
$16,147
$4,586
$20,733

$1,310
$1,808
$4,792
$5,004
$16,562
$4,495
$21,058

$1,134
$1,665
$4,978
$4,992
$16,317
$4,964
$21,281

$1,180
$1,617
$4,931
$5,340
$16,305
$5,341
$21,647

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.
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Table 3-8: Change in Per Capita Sales from Prior Years, City of Solvang
Business Type
Home Furnishings and Appliance Stores
Building Material and Garden Equipment and
Supplies Dealers
Food and Beverage Stores
Clothing and Clothing Accessories Stores
Food Services and Drinking Places
Other Retail Group
Total Retail and Food Services
All Other Outlets
Total All Outlets

2%

2016

-11%

2017

2%

2018

17%

-1%

8%

-3%

-10%

6%
-15%
7%
4%
2%
0%
1%

4%
1%
6%
-3%
3%
-2%
2%

-13%
-8%
4%
0%
-1%
10%
1%

4%
-3%
-1%
7%
0%
8%
2%

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

Figure 3-4 shows the breakdown of Solvang’s taxable retail and food services
sales in 2019.
Figure 3-4 Breakdown of Retail and Food Services Taxable Sales for 2019 by Business Type,
City of Solvang

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

2019
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Table 3-9 and Figure 3-5 compare Solvang’s per capita taxable sales to county and statewide
benchmarks. On a per capital basis, Solvang’s overall taxable sales in 2019 were $21,647, which
was substantially higher than the averages for Santa Barbara County ($16,893) and California
($18,419). The strong per capita retail sales are in part a reflection of Solvang’s relatively high
household income levels, but also reflect the substantial capture of tourist expenditures (as
noted later in this section, travel-related spending is estimated to account for nearly 30 percent
of Solvang’s overall taxable sales).
Although Solvang’s per capita taxable sales remain significantly higher than county and
statewide benchmarks, Solvang has slightly underperformed the county and the state in terms of
the rate of growth in per capita sales over the past ten years (see Table 3-10 and Figure 3-6).
Table 3-9. Per Capita Taxable Sales by Geography (2019)
Business Type
Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers *
Home Furnishings and Appliance Stores
Building Material and Garden Equipment and Supplies Dealers
Food and Beverage Stores
Gasoline Stations *
Clothing and Clothing Accessories Stores
General Merchandise Stores *
Food Services and Drinking Places
Other Retail Group
Total Retail and Food Services
All Other Outlets
Total All Outlets

Solvang
N/A
$130
$3,109
$1,180
N/A
$1,617
N/A
$4,931
$5,340
$16,305
$5,341
$21,647

Santa
California
Barbara
County
$1,849
$2,225
$574
$338
$1,288
$1,013
$1,006
$760
$1,307
$1,361
$806
$1,084
$1,222
$1,841
$2,375
$2,247
$5,928
$1,725
$11,976
$12,594
$4,917
$5,825
$16,893
$18,419

* Due to the small number of businesses in these categories, taxable sales for Solvang are included in "Other Retail Group"
category.
Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

Figure 3-5. Per Capita Taxable Sales by Geography (2019)
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Table 3-10. Ten-year Trend of Per Capita Sales by Geography
Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
CAGR

Solvang
$16,395
$17,573
$18,155
$18,990
$19,804
$20,494
$20,733
$21,058
$21,281
$21,647
3.1%

Santa Barbara
County
$12,531
$13,413
$14,162
$14,738
$15,220
$15,398
$15,458
$15,684
$16,146
$16,893
3.4%

California
$8,756
$9,463
$10,070
$10,545
$10,841
$11,115
$11,322
$11,707
$12,251
$12,594
4.1%

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

Figure 3-6: Ten-year Trend of Per Capita Taxable Sales by Geography (2010-2019)

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

26 | EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS WORKBOOK

Table 3-11 shows the severe impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on retail and other
taxable sales in Solvang. For the first three quarters of the calendar year, the table
compares 2019 (i.e., pre-pandemic) sales to 2020 sales (data for 2020 are available only
through the third quarter, as of the date of this report). Overall, taxable sales dropped
11 percent in the first quarter of 2020 compared to the first quarter of 2019, 41 percent in
the second quarter and 14 percent in the third quarter. The most severe impacts were in
the Clothing store and Food Services (i.e., restaurant) categories.
Table 3-11. Pandemic Impact: Year-Over-Year Change (2019 versus 2020) in Taxable Sales, City of Solvang
Business Type
Home Furnishings and Appliance Stores
Building Material and Garden Equipment and Supplies
Dealers
Food and Beverage Stores
Clothing and Clothing Accessories Stores
Food Services and Drinking Places
Other Retail Group
Total Retail and Food Services
All Other Outlets
Total All Outlets

Q1
21%

Source: California Depar tment of Tax and Fee Administration; TNDG.

Q2

-5%

Q3
Q1 through Q3
-18%
-6%

7%

1%

10%

6%

-3%
-23%
-21%
10%
-5%
-32%
-11%

-17%
-70%
-62%
-33%
-37%
-51%
-41%

-1%
-24%
-10%
-9%
-7%
-35%
-14%

-7%
-40%
-31%
-12%
-17%
-40%
-23%
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Tourism and the Local Economy
Documentation of the economic benefits of tourism is typically analyzed at the county level. However,
based on available city-level data (especially taxable sales and hotel occupancy tax data), it is possible
to make approximate estimates of travel-related impacts in Solvang. Table 3-12 provides a summary
of the economic benefits that tourism generated in Santa Barbara County and Solvang in 2019. The
county-level estimates are from documentation published by the State (Visit California); the citylevel data have been estimated by The Natelson Dale Group, Inc. (TNDG) and Applied Development
Economics, Inc. (ADE). The wide range of tourism related sales tax for Solvang ($368,500 to $762,000)
shown in Table 3-12 is due to the uncertainty of the available data. However, more refined estimates
will be made in the next phase of work for the General Plan Update as more detailed market research is
conducted.
Table 3-12: Local Economic Impacts of Tourism in 2019, City of Solvang and Santa Barbara County
Taxable Sales (2019)
Total taxable sales ($millions)
Travel-related sales as percent of total
Travel-related taxable sales ($millions)
Travel-related Tax Revenue (FY 2018-2019)
Sales Tax
Transient Occupancy
Other local taxes (including Property Tax)
Total Local Tax Revenue
Employment and Earnings (2019)
Travel-related employment (jobs)
Travel-related earnings
Earnings per job

Solvang

Santa Barbara County

$126.0
29.2% - 60.5%
$36.8 - $76.2

$7,616.1
10.9%
$830.1

$368,500 - $762,000
$4,541,000
N/A
N/A

$8,130,743
$49,441,000
$37,428,257
$95,000,000

N/A
N/A
N/A

19,914
$768,000,000
$38,566

N/A = reliable estimate not available.
Source: California Travel Impacts 2010-2019 (Visit California, April 2020); California Depar tment of Tax and Fee
Administration; TNDG.
Solvang impacts estimated by The Natelson Dale Group, Inc. based on county-level trends published by Visit California.
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4. LAND USE
This section provides a snapshot of local land use patterns in
Solvang and examines existing and planned land uses in the
city. The section also summarizes regional land use plans and
how these plans and policies influence land use within the city
of Solvang.
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Notable Boundaries
The existing Solvang General Plan uses several terms to describe the city and associated
planning boundaries (Figure 4-1):
City Limits. The city limits are the jurisdictional limits of the city (incorporated area). The
city limits includes the area over which the City exercises land use authority and provides
public services. State law requires jurisdictions to adopt a General Plan that, at a minimum,
addresses physical development within this boundary. Solvang’s city boundary encompasses
1,564 acres.
Planning Area. A general plan, pursuant to State law, must address all areas within
the jurisdiction’s Planning Area. The Planning Area encompasses all incorporated and
unincorporated territory that bears a physical relationship to the long-term planning of the
city. At a minimum, a jurisdiction’s planning area should include all incorporated land within
the city limits and all land within the city sphere of influence (SOI). Solvang elected to use
the SOI as the Planning Area boundary for the General Plan. The Solvang Planning Area
spans approximately 1,968 acres.
Sphere of Influence. The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) establishes the
sphere of influence (SOI), which defines the probable physical boundary and service area
of a local agency. An SOI typically includes both incorporated and unincorporated areas
within which the city will have primary responsibility for the provision of public facilities and
services, which could include water, sewer, libraries, parks, fire, etc. The Solvang SOI spans
just over three square miles (1,968 acres).
Urban Growth Boundary. Cities use urban growth boundaries (UGBs) to establish where
they intend to encourage and discourage land development through public-infrastructure
investments, land-use regulations, land acquisitions, and other actions. Within the UGB,
cities typically adopt land use policies that encourage urban development. Outside the
UGB, cities set aside lands to be used for less urban land uses, such as agriculture and
open space. Solvang adopted its UGB in June 2020. The UGB is the same boundary as the
Solvang city boundary. The Solvang UGB encompasses 1,564 acres.

WHY IS THE PLANNING AREA IMPORTANT?
Although the County has legal land use authority over unincorporated areas of the
county, the City of Solvang provides some services outside city limits but within the
Planning Area. As part of the General Plan, the City must evaluate current services in
these areas and analyze the feasibility of future services.
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Figure 4-1:
Planning Boundaries
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Existing Land Use
In preparation of the updated General Plan, it is critical to understand the types and distribution of
existing land uses and development in the Planning Area. Existing land use data is provided by the
Santa Barbara County Assessor’s Office and is based on the taxed use for each parcel. The existing
land use of a property does not carry any regulatory significance and may or may not be consistent
with the current General Plan land use designation or zoning for the property. However, this
information can assist in evaluating the effectiveness of past General Plan policies in directing where
new growth and development is appropriate.
Figure 4-2 and Table 4-1 provide a breakdown of existing land uses in the Planning Area. Over 54
percent of the Planning Area is comprised of residential development (i.e., single-family, multifamily,
mobile home parks). Public/quasi-public uses, which include care facilities, churches, schools,
shelters, and government-owned property, make up 1.7 percent (34.2 acres) of the Planning Area.
Commercial areas make up over 6 percent of the Planning Area and are primarily concentrated along
Mission Drive (State Route 246) and Alisal Road. Most of the commercial areas in the Planning Area
consist of tourist-oriented retail and general commercial uses. Recreation and open space areas
comprise 11.7 percent, which include parks and golf courses. Figure 4-3 shows the existing land uses
within the Planning Area.
Table 4-1: Existing Land Use by Acres
Land Use
Agriculture
Commercial
Industrial
Miscellaneous
Office
Public and Quasi Public
Recreation and Open Space
Residential
Roadways and Parking Lots
Vacant
Total

Acres
6.1
119.5
42.2
22.9
24.3
34.2
230.3
1,069.0
306.0
113.4
1968.0

Percent
0.3%
6.1%
2.1%
1.2%
1.2%
1.7%
11.7%
54.3%
15.5%
5.8%
100.00%

Source: Santa Barbara County Assessor Office, 2021.

RESIDENTIAL 54.3%

ROADWAYS
AND
PARKING
LOTS
15.5%

REC. AND OPEN
SPACE 11.7%

VACANT
5.8%

COMMERCIAL
6.1%

Figure 4-2: Existing Land Use Distribution

INDUSTRIAL
2.1%

PUBLIC...
1.7%

MISC.
1.2%
OFFICE
1.2%
AGRICULTURE
0.3%
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Figure 4-3: Planning Boundaries

Figure 4-3:
Existing Land Uses
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Existing General Plan Land Uses
Since 2008, the existing Solvang General Plan has guided land use in the city. The General Plan,
and accompanying Land Use Map, assign each parcel in the city a particular use and establish
broad development policies that shape distinct neighborhoods, districts, and corridors, while
preserving open space, parks, and public use areas. Figure 4-4 and Table 4-2 provide a breakdown of
existing General Plan land use designations in the city. Land use designations identify the types of
development allowed (e.g., residential, commercial, industrial), the density for residential uses (how
many units are permitted per acre), and the intensity for commercial and industrial designations
(the maximum allowed building bulk and lot coverage) that is permitted on each parcel. Figure 4-5
provides the existing General Plan Land Use Map.
There are 15 land use designations in the existing General Plan:
• Guest Ranch. This designation is established to recognize the approximately 30 acres of the
Alisal Ranch located within the city limits. Density for this designation is 15,000 square feet of
gross floor area per acre. Uses within this designation include guest lodging, employee housing,
restaurants, and recreation and entertainment uses.
• Estate Residential. Permits single-family residential development up to one dwelling unit per
three acres. This designation is characterized by estate ranchettes with detached single-family
residences.
• Low-Density Residential. Permits single-family residential development up to one dwelling unit
per acre. This designation is characterized by detached single-family residences with detached
secondary residences with large lot sizes.
• Low Medium Density Residential. Permits single-family residential development up to two
dwelling units per acre. This designation is characterized by detached single-family residences.
• Medium Density Residential. Permits both single-family and multi-family residential
development of three to seven dwelling units per acre. This designation is characterized by
single-family and multi-family residences with smaller lot sizes.
• High Density Residential. Permits both single-family and multi-family residential development
of 8 to 20 dwelling units per acre. This designation is characterized by single-family homes,
duplexes, triplexes, row houses, townhouses, condominiums, and cluster developments.
• Mobile Home Park. Permits lands for mobile home parks up to eight dwelling units per acre.
• Light Industry. Permits a range of light industrial type uses at a density of 10,000 square feet of
gross floor area per acre. This designation is characterized by light manufacturing, research and
development facilities, warehouses, and processing facilities.
• Open Space/Recreation. Designates lands for the use public parks, indoor and outdoor
recreation and entertainment facilities, and open spaces. This designation has no maximum
density.
• Agriculture. Designates lands for agriculturally related land
uses. No maximum density is defined for this designation since
no development (other than farmhouses or related facilities) is
allowed in these areas.

See the Introduction section of
this workbook for a discussion of
the difference between a General
Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

4. LAND USE | 35

• Tourist Commercial. Permits a range of visitor-serving commercial establishments and
limited residential mixed-use development. Density for this designation is 22,000 square
feet of gross floor area per acre. This designation is characterized by hotels, restaurants,
specialty shops, recreation and entertainment uses, and mixed-use residential development.
• Retail Commercial. Permits commercial establishments intended to serve the everyday
needs of Solvang residents. Density for this designation is 10,000 square feet of gross floor
area per acre. This designation is characterized by specialty shops, grocery stores, personal
service establishments.
• General Commercial. Permits large scale
commercial establishments up to 10,000 square
feet of gross floor area per acre. This designation is
characterized by wholesale and heavy commercial
uses.

Table 4-2: General Plan Land Use by Acres
Land Use Designation
Guest Ranch
Estate Residential
Low-Density Residential
Low Medium Residential
Medium Residential
High Density Residential
Mobile Home Park
Light Industry
Open Space/Recreation
Agriculture
Tourist Commercial
Retail Commercial
General Commercial
Public/Institutional
Professional Office
Total

• Public/Institutional. Permits a variety of public
and quasi-public uses at a density of 10,000 square
feet of gross floor area per acre. This designation
is characterized by schools, places of assembly,
hospitals, and public utility facilities.
• Professional/Office. Permits a range of office uses
at a density of 15,000 square feet of gross floor
area per acre. This designation is characterized
by professional offices (e.g., medical and dental
centers), general office uses, and mixed uses.

Acres
30.8
15.8
255.1
218.2
248.1
117.6
51.2
9.7
213.7
69.7
59.7
14.0
1.0
41.2
9.1
1355*

Percent
2.2%
1.1%
20.2%
15.8%
18.0%
8.5%
3.7%
0.7%
15.5%
5.1%
4.3%
1.0%
0.1%
3.0%
0.7%
100.0%

*Total acreage does not take into account public rights-of-way.

Figure 4-4: Existing General Plan Land Use Distribution
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Figure 4-4: Existing General Plan Land Uses

Figure 4-5:
Existing General Plan Land Uses
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Existing Zoning
While the General Plan provides guidance on the general location, type, and density/intensity
of land use, the City's Zoning Ordinance provides detailed development regulations and use
standards for each parcel of land. The Zoning Code includes 13 zoning districts that specify
uses that are permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited within each district. Figure 4-6
illustrates existing zoning in the city. Figure 4-7 is the Zoning Map. Table 4-3 shows zoning
districts by acres.
The 13 zoning districts are organized as follows:
• Agricultural districts include the Agricultural district (AG). The AG district designates areas
appropriate for agricultural use within urban and rural neighborhood areas. The intent of
the AG district is to support agriculture as a viable land use within the city and to encourage
maximum agriculture productivity. All properties zoned AG are currently located south of
State Route 246. This district encompasses 80 acres of land within the city.
• Residential districts include Single-Family Residential (R-1/E-1), Mobile Home Park, (MHP),
Design Residential (DR), and Planned Residential Development (PRD). These residential
districts provide areas suitable for family living and offer a range of densities and property
sizes to meet the needs of residents. The intent of the residential districts is to protect the
residential characteristics of the city, while promoting a suitable environment for family
life. Residentially zoned properties are evenly distributed throughout the city. Together,
residential districts make up 910 acres (67 percent) of land within the city.
• Commercial districts include Tourist Commercial (TRC), Retail Commercial (C-2), and General
Commercial (C-3). These districts designate areas within the city suitable for the development
of retail establishments, restaurants, and human services uses. Commercial districts are
primarily concentrated along Mission Drive (State Route 246) and Alisal Road. Commercial
uses encompass 79 acres of the city.
• Institutional and Office districts include the Institutional (I) and Professional Office (PO).
The I district designates areas exclusively for public, quasi-public, institutional uses, and
local industry. The intent of this district is to encourage well designed structures that are
compatible with adjoining residential and commercial areas. Properties zoned I are primarily
located north of State Route 246. Properties zoned PO are located in the eastern half of the
city. Together, these districts make up 59 of land within the city.
• Industrial districts include the Light Industrial district (M-1). The M-1 district provides areas in
the city suitable exclusively for light industrial uses. The intent of this district is to encourage
well designed industrial structures that protect adjacent residential and commercial uses from
hazards, noise, and other potential nuisances. This district encompasses 7 acres of land within
the city.
• Resource and Recreation districts include Recreation (REC) and Resource Management
(RES). These districts designate areas of land within the city to be used for various forms
of recreation and natural resource protection. Properties zoned REC are evenly distributed
throughout the city, whereas RES zoned properties are exclusively located in the western
portion of the city along State Route 246. Together, these districts make up 220 acres (16
percent) of the city.
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Table 4-2: Existing Zoning Districts by Acres
Zoning District
Acres
Agriculture (AG)
80
Residential (R-1/E-1)
774
Design Residential (DR)
102
Mobile Home Park (MHP)
34
Planned Residential Development (PRD)
0
Tourist Commercial (TRC)
60
Retail Commercial (C-2)
15
General Commercial (C-3)
4
Institutional (I)
40
Professional Office (PO)
19
Light Industrial (M-1)
7
Recreation (REC)
217
Resource Management (RES)
3
Total
1355*

Percent
5.9%
57.1%
7.5%
2.5%
< 1%
4.4%
1.1%
0.3%
3.0%
1.4%
0.5%
16.0%
0.2%
100%

Source: City of Solvang, 2021.
*Total acreage does not take into account public rights-of-way.

Figure 4-6: Existing Zoning District Distribution

INSTITUTIONAL
AND OFFICE 4.0%

COMMERCIAL
6.0%

RESOURCE AND
RECREATION
16.0%

AGRICULTURE
6.0%

RESIDENTIAL 67.0%

INDUSTRIAL
1.0%

r

La

Village Ln

Sta diu
m
Carriage Dr
K ara L n

gh

Me a d

y

se

nr i

Hi

Krill Rd

Hill Haven

o w Rd

Ala mo
P

in ta d o

ss
Mi

hR

d

St

Firs
t
a
A l is

Figure
Figure
4-7:4-7
Existing
Zoning
Districts
Existing
Zoning
Districts

l M es a

om
D

l Rd
F

lisa
NA

Dr

Rd

io

Pine St

First Pl

ld

n

ill

Su

H

O

Rd
Ranc h

W

e

w
ad o

Rd

d
llsi

Me

en

Hi

Rebild Dr
d

av

L

ekside Dr

H

Ivy

246

Holly Ln

Dr

Old Mill Rd

Wy

Av

Ko
ldi
ng

n

lisa
NA

g Rd
A tterda

Av

d

ag e n D
r

Sk

l Rd

Vibo rg R

ya D
re O r
di n
Wy
Va
l hall D r
a

r

z

Pl

d

on R
ny

Rd
on

e
ed

Fr

Ho
j

¬
«

Ja nin W y

Wy

y

E sr

an

Alamo Pintado Rd

org C a
n
Fre de n sb
a

Rd
ld
ee
nfi
e
Gr

Wy
g

Elsin
ore D
r
Pl

Pl

Fo urth

Fo urth
y

or
nW

Fifth St

us

a rh

St

rh o
yW

M

De
e

Vi

yon R
d

Rd
Ho

M

Legend
Highway

iver

Street
Rivers and Creeks
y Dr

City Boundary
Sphere of Influence

r wa

Fa

i

F a ir
wa
yP

l

Zoning Districts
1-E-1

Riley Rd

Ri n c

on

SA

Dr

lisa

Residential

DR

ek

w
Bo

l
lP

Design Residential

10-R-1

Residential

I

20-R-1

Residential

M-1

Institutional
Light Industry

3-E-1

Residential

MHP

Mobile Home Park

7-R-1

Residential

P-O

Professional - Office

8-R-1

Residential

REC

Recreational

AG

Agriculture

RES

Resource Management

C-2

Commercial Retail

TRC

Tourist Related Commercial

C-3

Commercial General

sa l
A li

ch
o

al C
A lis

Dr

l Rd

re

Ra
n

Dr
es a
M

t
eC

Wy

ek

nc

rtl

in

Cr e

Ra

My

M a pl e

Pa
rk

Dr

d

Kro n en

Rd

d

ez R

d
Thir
ta i
nV
ill ow D r
ie w W
Dr
Dr
it a
an
Ju n
ipe
rA
v
Firs
t Ct

eR

ft

Elv
e
Birc
h

Qua il R i d g

lto

Ste

V

dD
r

Ka
n

Cr e

R
n ch

d
R

be

d

Av

r
Ve s te
ta

Yn

rg

Laurel Av

Mo
lle

Oa
kS
t

Ac

A

al V erde

Sa
n ta

bo

Elm Av

Cope n h ag en Dr

Fjo
r

ns

ny
Ca

Ra
ld
O
Quail Va l
l

v e Rd

Eucalyp tus Dr

Tr

Mo
un

i ll
Lar k H

ey

in
V ik

y

r

w
Vie

eC

V ib or g Rd

kR

k

Pl

Dr

sa
e po

Vis

z

ve
r

Ln

W

a

D

rk
Pa

Alta

e
Yn

Ri

O

en

Sa
nta

a

le
af

s
le

R
Via

st

y

P
ar

O

S

tt
ky

ns

e
ch

¬
«

Sa
w

246

C

g
ol le

Co yo te

Ae

Ha

V al
le

Rd

e sa D r

Rin gs t e

ro
G

Ln

Pi

Wy

k
El

is ta

borg

Rd

sa V

ens

Dr

ils

a L
n

Me

ed

d

nn

ib e

Je

Rd

n

r

l l Rd

R

Fr

Dr

Hi
ll L

lD

Hi

Rd
ed

n
da

d

ea

w

lk
l st

oR

Dr

Hil

ha

ra d

ill

er
De

C

De
lP

H

do

on
ny
Ca

De
er

r
er D

ar d

ak Dr

op

B all

an

Co

D

m
er

M

a

D

e

Roble B
Figure 4-6: Existing Zoning Districts
l an c o R d

Do v

in e ro

4. LAND USE | 39

Source: City of Solvang, 2021
Date: February 5, 2021
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Other Notable City Plans
DESIGN GUIDELINES
Solvang established its current Design Guidelines in 1988. This document serves as a guide to policy
decisions and as a reference resource to ensure continuity of architectural structures and design
features within the city. Rather than providing direction on use, the design guidelines focus on the form
and architectural style of structures. While a majority of the guidelines are specific to the Downtown
Village Area, the guidelines also apply to all new commercial, office, industrial, and multi-family housing
projects citywide.

Regional Planning Efforts
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The County of Santa Barbara Comprehensive Plan, also referred to as the County General Plan, contains
13 elements. This General Plan addresses physical development within the county borders and guides
all future land use, development, preservation, and resource conservation decisions. In addition to
the State-mandated elements, this General Plan contains additional elements aimed at addressing
other topics important to the County. These additional elements include: Scenic Highways, Energy,
Agriculture, Hazardous Waste, and Environmental Resource Management. Although the County of Santa
Barbara Comprehensive Plan only covers the unincorporated areas of the county, it includes land within
Solvang’s Sphere of Influence and Planning Area.

VALLEY BLUEPRINT
The Valley Blueprint is a forward-thinking plan that was published in 2000. This plan was developed as
a collaborative effort between residents and community stakeholders to envision what the Santa Ynez
Valley could become over the next 20 to 30 years. The plan was developed to assist local and regional
governments in examining and planning for the unique economy, community character, and quality of
life found in the Santa Ynez Valley. Objectives, recommendations, and overarching visions found in the
plan include: distinct communities, healthy economies, vibrant neighborhoods, preserving open space,
a strong agricultural economy, recreation opportunities, wildlife protection, and pedestrian-friendly
streets.

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY COMMUNITY PLAN
The Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan was adopted by the Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors in
October 2009. This Community Plan picks up where the 2000 Valley Blueprint left off and is intended
to implement the vision and guiding principles contained in the Valley Blueprint into a formal policy
document. This Community Plan sets out to preserve Santa Ynez Valley’s unique qualities and character.
Although it only covers the unincorporated areas of the Santa Ynez Valley, it includes land within
Solvang’s Sphere of Influence and Planning Area.

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY BICYCLE MASTER PLAN
The purpose of this plan is to create a cohesive vision for recreational and utilitarian bicycle travel
in the Santa Ynez Valley. The Santa Ynez Valley is governed by four jurisdictions: the County of Santa
Barbara, the City of Buellton, the City of Solvang, and the Chumash Nation. Additionally, the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is the owner and operator of three state highways in the
study area: SR 154, SR 246, and US 101. Each of these jurisdictions has their own goals and vision for
bicycling, yet a cohesive vision is lacking. Travel by bicycle frequently involves crossing a political
boundary and without a cohesive vision, a disjointed and uncoordinated bicycle network can be
expected. This plan is intended to fill the sub-regional gap in bicycle planning.
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Community Design
The City of Solvang is a unique
community in terms of its
historic past, ethnic composition,
architectural heritage, and
tourist-oriented economic base.
Intertwined in the fabric of the
community is the overarching
desire to preserve, protect, and
promote the Danish and Northern
European architecture prevalent in
the Downtown Village Area. It has
been a common understanding that
preserving and encouraging this
design will enrich the social and
economic base of the community.

Structures in the Downtown Village
Area implement traditional Danish and
Northern European design vernaculars.
In general, this architectural style
involves the use of half-timbered
structures with wood, tile, copper, or
thatched roofs that resemble buildings
dating from eighteenth century
Denmark. Notable structures in the
city incorporating this architectural
style include Hamlet Square and Tivoli
Square.

Outside the Downtown Village
Area, the remaining city is
generally not developed with a
distinctive architectural style.
For example, most residential
neighborhoods are developed with
traditional ranch style or early
California architecture. As a result,
the Danish character of the city
remains focused within its core.
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5. HOUSING
Housing is a critical component of the quality of life in a
community. Individuals and families require safe, adequate,
secure, and affordable housing. The City of Solvang strives to
achieve a balanced housing stock that meets the needs of all
economic segments of the community. This section provides an
analysis of housing in Solvang today.
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Housing Units
State law requires each city and county to plan for its “fair share” of the statewide
housing need. This fair share is calculated through a process called the Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA). To date, there have been five previous housing
element update cycles. California is now in its sixth housing-element update cycle.
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) has yet to be allocated its
housing need for the 6th cycle. The RHNA change between cycles for our neighboring
regions indicate the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) allocation
increased 164 percent and the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
increased 229 percent between the 5th and 6th cycles. While allocations for the
SBCAG region have not been set, numbers are expected to exceed past allocations.
Annual Progress Reports, updated May 25, 2020, show how well cities and counties
are progressing toward meeting their housing goals. The current RHNA Plan for
SBCAG addresses the 5th cycle of housing element updates, which covers an 8.75-year
RHNA projection period (January 1, 2014, to September 30, 2022) and an eight-year
planning period (February 15, 2015, to February 15, 2023). Statewide, the majority
of jurisdictions are not meeting their housing need especially in the lower-income
categories. As of May 2020, Santa Barbara County has met 41 percent of the overall
need in the unincorporated county, while Solvang has met 63 percent of its overall
need. Despite producing only 36 percent of its low-income needs, the city has one of
the highest very low-income production rates in the county (86 percent). Based on
the amount of housing production expected by the California Department of Housing
and Community Development from 2015 to 2023, the City will need to create the
conditions for sufficient housing production to meet its new RHNA, which preliminary
stands at 291 dwelling units.
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Vacancy Rate
Vacancy rates are an important indicator of housing availability. High vacancy rates
usually indicate low demand, and low vacancy rates can indicate high demand and/or
an inadequate supply. Generally, a “healthy” vacancy rate for single-family homes is 2 to
3 percent, and 7 to 8 percent for multifamily, to allow for normal housing turnover.
According to the Census Bureau, the overall vacancy rate in Solvang was 7.2 percent in
2019, including units vacant for seasonal or occasional use, rented and sold units that were
vacant, and other unclassified vacant units. This is a notable reduction in vacancy from
2010, but higher than rates in 2000. In 2019, vacancy rates for homeowners was just above
the target range for a healthy market, and vacancies for rental units is near zero, allowing
for excessive competition in the market (Table 5-1).
Table 5-1: Housing Occupancy
2000
Estimate
Percent
Total housing units
Occupied housing unit
Vacant housing units

2,288
2,185
103

Homeowner vacancy rate (percent)
Rental vacancy rate (percent
Source: American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2019.

95.5
4.5
1.5
2.1

2010
Estimate
Percent
2,485
2,173
312

87.4
12.6
3.8
6.9

2019
Estimate
Percent
2566
2380
186

92.8
7.2
3.6
0
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Housing Mix
A mixture of housing types provides a range
of choices in size and amenities as well as
affordability. Figure 5-1 shows the breakdown of
housing units by type in Solvang. The California
Department of Finance estimates that in January
2020, the majority (58 percent) of the city’s
housing stock was single-family detached homes.
Multi-family homes, which include apartments
and condominiums, were the second most
common type of housing.

Figure 5-1: Housing Units by Type

58%
55%
Single-family detached

7%
6%
Single-family attached

10%
13%
Single-family detached home in Solvang

2 to 4 attached

19%
20%
Multifamily
(includes condos)

7%
5%

Single-family attached homes - example

Mobile Homes

Source: 2020 California Depar tment of
Finance Population and Housing Estimates.

2 to 4 attached homes - example
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Age of Housing Stock
If not properly and regularly maintained, housing can deteriorate, decreasing property
values and impacting neighborhood pride and quality of life. Typically, housing over 30
years of age is more likely to have needs for rehabilitation.
Over 80 percent of all housing stock in Solvang was built in 1989 or earlier and is over 30
years of age. Only 20 percent of housing stock is newer, and until quite recently, very few
new housing units were constructed (Figure 5-2). The median age of homes in Solvang is
43 years.
Figure 5-2: Housing Stock by Year Built

Source: American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2019.
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Homeownership
Home equity is the largest single source of household wealth for most Americans.
According to a 2013 survey conducted by the Federal Reserve, the net worth of the
typical homeowner was 36 times that of the typical renter. The national homeownership
rate has risen from around 40 percent before World War II to 69 percent in 2005,
before dropping to 64 percent in 2019. According to American Community Survey
5-year estimates, in 2019, about 62 percent of Solvang Residents owned their homes
(Figure 5-3). This contrasts with Santa Barbara County, where just 52 percent of residents
own their homes.
Figure 5-3: Housing by Tenure

Source: American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2019.
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Housing Prices/Market
Median home prices in Solvang and Santa Barbara County have been
steadily increasing since 2012 (see Figures 5-4 and 5-5). According
to Zillow, the median home prices in Solvang have increased from
$639,000 in 2010 to $879,000 in 2020, which is higher than the
2020 countywide median of $696,000. High purchase prices can
be attributed to high demand and the limited supply of available
housing units. Many households throughout the country struggle to
afford decent housing. While higher-income households have more
discretionary income to spend on housing, moderate- and lowerincome households are limited in the range of housing that they can
afford.
Figure 5-4: Median Sales Price, Solvang, 2017-2021

$

FAMILY
INCOME

The California Department
of Housing and Community
Development defines
income limits for a family of
four in Santa Barbara County
(2020), based on an Area
Median Income (AMI) of
$87,800, as the following:
EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME
$35,700
VERY LOW-INCOME
$59,500
LOW-INCOME
$95,300
MODERATE-INCOME
$105,350

Source: Redfin.com, 2021.

Figure 5-5: Number of Homes Sold, Solvang, 2017-2021

Source: Redfin.com, 2021.
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Housing Affordability
Many households throughout the country struggle to afford decent housing. While higherincome households have more discretionary income to spend on housing, moderate- and
lower-income households are limited in the range of housing that they can afford. A “costburdened” household pays more than 30 percent of gross household income for housing
and utilities, while a severely cost-burdened household is paying more than 50 percent. For
renters, housing-related costs may be the gross rent (contract rent plus utilities), whereas
for a homeowner, housing-related costs may include mortgage payment, utilities, insurance,
and real estate taxes.
Table 5-2 represents overpayment data by income group for Solvang, which is based on
data from the 2013-2017 HUD Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS).
Approximately 47 percent of renters paid more than 30 percent of their income on housing
compared to 30 percent of owners. The households with the highest incidence of cost
burden were very low-income renters, of which 86 percent overpaid for housing. Other high
incidences of cost burden were found with low-income renters and extremely low-income
owners, of which 83 percent of both paid more than 30 percent of their income on housing.
Low-income households, both renters and owners, experienced the highest cumulative
overall incidence of cost burden (83 percent and 79 percent, respectively) for all income
groups.
Table 5-2: Cost Burden by Income Range
Renter
Households

Owner
Percent

Households

Percent

Extremely Low

175

—

90

—

Cost Burden >30%

130

74%

75

83%

Very Low

70

—

55

—

Cost Burden >30%

60

86%

15

27%

Low

150

—

170

—

Cost Burden >30%

125

83%

135

79%

Moderate or Above

1280

—

2,400

—

Cost Burden >30%

105

8%

589

25%

Total

900

—

1,425

—

Cost Burden >30%

420

47%

429

30%
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Overcrowding
The Census defines an overcrowded household as having more than one person per room,
not including hallways, kitchens, or bathrooms. Severe overcrowding is defined as households
with more than 1.5 persons per room. A high prevalence of overcrowding can indicate a
community does not have adequate supply of affordable housing, especially for large families.
Overcrowding also tends to deteriorate existing housing stock more rapidly. Therefore,
maintaining a reasonable supply of housing and alleviating overcrowding is important for
enhancing the quality of life in Solvang. According to the 2019 American Community Survey
estimates, Solvang had a lower rate of overcrowding in owner-occupied housing at 0.5 percent
compared to the statewide rate of 4.0 percent. Overcrowding in renter-occupied housing
was only slightly lower in Solvang than statewide at 13.0 and 13.4 percent, respectively (see
Table 5-3).
Table 5-3: Overcrowded Households by Tenure
Solvang
Owner
Occupied

Renter
Occupied

California
Total

Owner
Occupied

Renter
Occupied

Total

Overcrowded
(more than 1.0 person/room)

0.5%

13.0%

5.2%

4.0%

13.4%

8.2%

Severely Overcrowded
(more than 1.5 person/room)

0.0%

10.9%

4.1%

1.0%

5.3%

3.0%

Source: American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2019.

52 | EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS WORKBOOK

6. TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION | 53

6 . T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
A N D C I R C U L AT I O N
Solvang's transportation network and services provide mobility
for residents, the workforce, and visitors, and serve goods
movement throughout the Planning Area. It’s easy to think
of transportation as primarily the roadway network, serving
vehicles; but this network also serves a wide range of public
transit, including bicyclists, pedestrians, and buses.
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Roadways and Functional Classifications
The roadways in the Planning Area consist of a network of local and State roads, shown
by functional classification on Figure 6-1. Caltrans applies a functional classification to
the city of Solvang roads:
State Highways. Caltrans State Route 246 (SR 246) is the major east-west route through
Solvang. SR 246 is classified as a State Highway at the east and west ends of the city and
is classified as a Primary Arterial within the city limits.
Primary Arterials/Secondary Arterials. Primary Arterials serve major activity centers, as
well as neighboring areas, and the highest traffic volume corridors to provide a network
of continuous routes and facilitate both local and interregional travel. Mission Drive
(Caltrans State Route 246) is the major east-west route through the city that has two
travel lanes with intermittent center turn lanes. Mission Drive acts as the city’s main
street where many local businesses, restaurants, and hotels are located. Pedestrians and
cyclists are common Mission Drive road users within Solvang. Alisal Road is one of the
main north-south arterials in Solvang, classified as a Primary Arterial south of Mission
Drive, and as a Secondary Arterial north of Mission Drive. South of Solvang, Alisal
Road terminates to the southwest near US 101. Alamo Pintado Road, at the east end of
Solvang, is a two-lane north-south Primary Arterial that starts in Solvang at Mission Drive
and terminates at SR 154 in Los Olivos.
Major/Minor Collectors. Collectors provide local access to the overall roadway network,
channeling traffic from local roadways into the arterial network. Fredensborg Canyon
Road, Chalk Hill Road, Laurel Avenue, Oak Street, Viborg Road, and Fjord Drive are all
examples of Collectors in Solvang. Chalk Hill Road is a two-lane local road that connects
to Ballard Canyon Road. Ballard Canyon Road provides a connection from SR 246 west
of Solvang to the north at SR 154 in Los Olivos.
Local Roadways. Local roads provide direct access to neighboring land and primarily
facilitate local travel. Examples of Local Roads include Skytt Mesa Drive, Old Mission
Drive, Maple Avenue, and Elm Avenue.
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Figure 6-1: Roadway Functional Classifications

Figure 6-1:
Roadway Functional
Classifications
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Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) and
Level of Service (LOS)
Since 2005, daily vehicle miles traveled within Solvang have increased by 13 percent.
Meanwhile, daily vehicle counts on Mission Drive (SR 246) are relatively unchanged in
the same period. This suggests that more vehicle trips are being diverted to the local
street network. This is supported by the increase in local roadway VMT in the city.
Figures 6-2 and 6-3 depict local road and state highway combined VMT, and VMT per
capita occurring within the Solvang city limits. VMT on local roads within the city of
Solvang has seen a net increase of nearly 28 percent since 2005. During the period of
2008 to 2014, however, the city experienced net decrease in VMT likely caused by the
economic downturn caused by the housing bubble burst (i.e., Great Recession). The
spike in VMT in 2015 is the result of a 4-mile increase in the roadways included in the
VMT summation. In 2015 the analysis included a total of 29 maintained roadway miles
for Solvang. Conversely, after 2015, the maintained roadway miles counted by Caltrans
was corrected to 25 miles to more accurately reflect the existing local roadway network.

WHAT IS VMT?
Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) is a measure used in
transportation planning for a variety of purposes.
It measures the amount of travel for all vehicles in
a geographic region over a given period of time,
typically a one-year period. VMT is calculated by
adding up all the miles driven by all the cars and
trucks on all the roadways in a region. This metric
plays an integral role in transportation planning,
policy-making, and revenue estimation processes due
to its ability to indicate travel demand and behavior.
SB 743. In 2013, the State of California passed Senate
Bill (SB) 743, which mandates that jurisdictions can no
longer use automobile delay – commonly measured
by Level of Service (LOS) – in transportation analysis
under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). Beginning July 1, 2020, jurisdictions must
use VMT to analyze the transportation impacts of a
proposed plan or project under CEQA.
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Figure 6-2: Comparison of Vehicle Miles Traveled on State and Local Roads within Solvang

Figure 6-2 differentiates the VMT occurring on local roadways from that occurring on SR 246/
Mission Drive. Approximately 55 percent of the city’s total VMT is on SR 246/Mission Drive,
with the remaining 45 percent on local roads. In recent years, the percentage of VMT being
carried by SR 246/Mission Drive has decreased (48 percent in 2018), while VMT on the local
roads has increased (52 percent in 2018). This suggests that some of the traffic in Solvang
is now being diverted to the local road network. Vehicle miles traveled per capita, shown in
Figure 6-3, reveals a relatively flat, slightly decreasing trend between 2005 and 2014. Between
2014 and 2019 the per capita VMT increased.
Figure 6-3: Solvang Local and State Roads Combined VMT per Capita

Source: HPMS DVMT, Traffic Census Program: Caltrans 2005-2018, California Depar tment of Finance
population estimates.
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Active Transportation
Walking as a means of getting to work has become increasingly popular in Solvang,
increasing from 2 percent of commuters in 2014 to 15 percent in 2018. Over the last
decade, walking to work has increased within Solvang. In the last six years of available
data, the mode share of commuters walking increased by 15 percent. Since 2014, the
survey has not had a response that someone uses a bicycle to get to work. However, this
does not mean bicycles are not a popular mode of transportation in Solvang. Many use
bicycles for recreation or visiting local businesses.
Figure 6-4: Active Transportation Modes, Commuting to Work (all active forms)

Source: American Community Survey: US Census Bureau 2010-2019.
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Transit and Rail Services
The Santa Ynez Valley Transit (SYVT) provides transit service throughout the Santa Ynez Valley.
Transit ridership increased between 2003 and 2011, then decreased back to 2003 levels by 2018,
losing ridership at an average rate of 2,500 passengers per year. Ridership on the city’s Santa
Ynez Valley Transit Service has decreased 33 percent since 2011 (see Figure 6-5). Many of these
trips have been diverted to other modes of transportation such as rideshare apps and active
transportation.
Figure 6-5: SYVT Yearly Ridership Totals

Source: SYVT Triennial Performance Audits (2004-2018).

Many transit agencies across the country have seen decreasing ridership due to improving
economic conditions, ride-hailing apps such as Uber and Lyft, and the passage of AB 60 in 2013
which removed restrictions for undocumented California residents to get a driver's license.
Amtrak currently provides twice-daily bus passenger service between Solvang and the Pacific
Surfliner, a rail route that travels along the California coast between San Diego and San Luis
Obispo. Current service has been temporarily reduced due to COVID-19.
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Aviation Facilities
Santa Ynez Airport (KIZA) was built in 1949 as part of the Santa Barbara County Master Plan
of Airports. The airport is situated about four miles to the east of Solvang along SR 246.
The airport is particularly popular for private aircraft on the weekends for tourists traveling
to the region. The airport is uncontrolled with no control tower. There is a single east-west
(runway direction 26 and 8) 2,813-foot runway. The airport has implemented noise abatement
operations by requiring aircraft departing runway 26 to make a left turn to avoid the populated
areas of Santa Ynez and Solvang.
Figure 6-6: Aircraft Stored at the Santa Ynez Airport

Source: Federal Aviation Administration National Plan of Integrated Airpor t Systems repor ts 2001-2019.

The aircraft that are based at Santa Ynez Airport has declined slightly since 2001 (see
Figure 6-6). Forty-three percent of the air traffic at the airport are from locally based aircraft.
Other air traffic is primarily from aircraft transiting the area as a refueling stop .
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Commute Patterns
Commute patterns, based on 2018 data, show a majority of workers travel to or from Solvang
to work, while a minority live and work in Solvang (see Figure 6-7). These numbers are likely to
have changed in 2020 and 2021 due to the impact of COVID-19 on workforce needs, temporary
layoffs, and increased telecommute options.
Figure 6-7: Commute Trips To, From, and Within Solvang

2,325

547
LIVE AND WORK
I N S O LV A N G

W O R K I N S O LV A N G
BUT LIVE OUTSIDE

2,026
L I V E I N S O LV A N G
BUT WORK OUTSIDE

Jobs Held by
Solvang Residents: 2,573

Solvang jobs:
2,872
Source: LEHD, US Census Bureau, 2018.

Many commuters in Solvang are required to travel long distances for employment. Thirty-nine
percent travel 10 miles or fewer to work while over 60 percent travel farther than 10 miles to
work (see Table 6-1). Many commuters travel to or from the areas west of the city (see Figure
6-8). This includes Lompoc, Buellton, and Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Table 6-1: Jobs by Distance, 2017
Travel
Less than 10 miles

Number

Figure 6-8: Job Counts by Distance/Direction in 2018
Percent

1,129

39.3%

10 to 24 miles

937

32.6%

25 to 50 miles

319

11.1%

Greater than 50
miles

487

17.0%

2,872

100.00%

TOTAL
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7 . P U B L I C F A C I L I T I E S , 			
SERVICES, AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
Ensuring provision of public facilities and services to its
residents is one of the core responsibilities of a city. Access to
adequate public facilities and services contribute the quality
of life for both individuals and groups in the community.
This chapter presents an overview of public facilities and
community services within the planning area.
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Overview of Public Services
Power
Electrical services in Solvang are provided by PG&E.
Gas
Natural gas services in Solvang are provided by the Southern California Gas
Company.
Wastewater/ Sewer
The City operates the sewer collection system under a permit issued by the
Regional Water Quality Control Board. The City of Solvang sewer collection system
consists of over 32 miles of sewer pipeline ranging in size from 6 to 18 inches in
diameter and includes sewer lines, access manholes, and customer laterals. The
Wastewater Division also operates and maintains two sewer lift (pumping) stations.
The Wastewater Division maintains and periodically updates the Sewer System
Management Plan to ensure smooth operation of the sewer collection system. The
City is currently updating the Sewer System Master Plan.
Under a Waste Discharge Permit issued by the Regional Water Quality Control
Board, the City of Solvang operates a Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) type
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) with a design capacity of 1.5 million gallons
per day (MGD). The WWTP currently receives and treats wastewater from the City
of Solvang and the Santa Ynez Community Services District (SYCSD) which serves
the town of Santa Ynez. The SYCSD owns 0.30 MGD capacity in the Solvang WWTP
provides full secondary treatment of the wastewater received and discharges treated
wastewater to percolation ponds located adjacent to the plant. The Wastewater
Division implements a Fats, Oils & Grease (source control) Program to educate
business owners and the public, and to limit the amount of fats, oils, and grease
discharged to the public sewer system.
Solid Waste and Recycling
The City of Solvang contracts with a third-party company, Waste Management/
Health Sanitation Services, to provide solid waste collection services to its residents.
Aside from serving Solvang residents, Waste Management also provides trash,
recycling, and yard waste services to the unincorporated county of Santa Barbara
and the city of Guadalupe. All municipal solid waste is transferred to the Tajiguas
Landfill of Santa Barbara County located at 14470 Calle Real Road in Santa Barbara.
This landfill can process up to 1,500 tons of trash per day. All recycled material from
Solvang is transferred to the Waste Management Health and Sanitation Services
Material Recovery Facility located at 1850 W. Betteravia Road in Santa Maria. All
organic material is transferred to the Engle and Gray Composting Facility, a 40-acre
composting site located at 745 Betteravia Road, Santa Maria.
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Water
The Water Division of the Public Works Department operates and maintains
the City's water supply and distribution facilities and provides potable water
for the community. Three water storage tanks, six production water wells,
three pump stations, chlorination and ammonia facilities, and 41 miles of
water lines are located throughout the city. Water supply is provided by
State Water, Upland Wells, River Wells, and the Santa Ynez Water District.
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) operates the State Water Project,
of which the City holds entitlement to 1,500 acre-feet per year (AFY) of State
Water. However, based on rainfall, Sierra snowpack, and State reservoir
levels each year, the percentage allocation of State Water varies. In recent
years, the allocation of State Water has varied from 5 percent (during
drought) to as much as 85 percent. The City’s 2011 Water System Master Plan
Update indicates that given the City’s diversity of water supply sources, there
is an ability to maintain current and future water supply (Solvang 2011). The
City is currently (2021) in the process of updating the Water System Master
Plan.
Broadband
Broadband and cellular services are provided to residents and businesses
from a variety of private companies, including national retailers Comcast,
AT&T, Verizon, and T-mobile.

City Government
The City of Solvang incorporated in 1985 and is
a Charter City. The City Council consists of four
members and one Mayor and operates a full range of
municipal functions including public works, community
development, and community services.
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Law Enforcement
The City of Solvang contracts with the Santa Barbara
County Sheriff's Office for law enforcement services. The
Solvang Sheriff Substation is located at 1745 Mission Drive
in Solvang. The field deputies, supported by administrative
staff, are responsible for approximately 400 square miles
of unincorporated county. In addition to contracting
with the City of Solvang for law enforcement services,
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office also serves
the communities of Ballard, Los Olivos, and Santa Ynez.
Sheriff's Department Patrol operations within the city also
include traffic enforcement and accident investigations.

Fire Protection
Solvang is in the Santa Barbara County Fire District (SBCFD), which provides fire protection
services. Station No. 30 is located at 1644 Oak Street in Solvang. The SBCFD serves an
area covering 2,289 square miles including the cities of Goleta, Buellton, and Solvang. Fire
protection for other land surrounding the city is provided by Cal Fire and the US Forest
Service through mutual aid agreements with Santa Barbara County. According to the
SBCFD 2019 Statistical Summary, the District responded to 15,380 incidents, 8,964 of which
were emergency medical services. Average response times in Solvang from the SBCFD are
between three to five minutes. The SBCFD has personnel of over 270 staff members.
The District also maintains various vehicle and equipment types to aid in firefighting efforts
shown in Table 7-1.
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Equipment
Engine Companies
Type 1
Type 3
Reserve Engines
Truck Companies
Rescue Ambulances
Reserve Rescue Ambulance
Paramedic Engine Company
Medium USAR Unit
Haz-Mat Response Unit
Water Rescue Unit
Personal Watercraft
Foam Tender
Water Tenders
Tactical Water Tender
Support Water Tender
Fuel Tender
Air/Light Unit
Logistics Support Trailer
SxS (UTV)

Table 7-1: Santa Barbara County Fire Department Equipment Breakdown
16
14
6
2
3
3
10
1
1
2
4
1
4
2
2
1
1
1
6

In an effort to minimize the effect of fire in developed
areas, the City has adopted the Uniform Fire Code,
which contains specific development regulations for
areas of high and severe fire hazard. Site plans for
any development proposed in high hazard areas are
subject to the review of the Solvang Emergency Services
Coordinator and Fire Marshal during the City’s site plan
review process. Such plans must show that the site has
adequate emergency access, has adequate water supply,
and pressure to meet fire flow needs, and provides
an adequate fuel break or buffer zone to prevent the
spread of structural fires to wild land areas.

Emergency Medical Response
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Division of the SBCFD is responsible for the
oversight and coordination of all EMS-related functions of the District. In 2019, SBCFD
responded to a total of 8,964 emergency medical incidents.

Healthcare
Healthcare providers within the City of Solvang include the Santa Ynez Valley Cottage
Hospital and Dignity Health Urgent Care. The Santa Ynez Valley Cottage Hospital
is located at 2050 Viborg Road in Solvang and provides outpatient surgery, 24-hour
emergency services, and a physician office lease program that brings specialists to the
Valley on a regular basis. Dignity Health Urgent Care is located at 1992 Old Mission
Drive and offers several services, including walk-in care, minor injury treatment, and
x-ray. The nearest trauma center is located about 30 miles away in Santa Barbara at the
Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital. The hospital is a verified Level 1 Trauma Center.
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Education
Solvang School, located at 565 Atterdag Road, is the only public school located within
the city. Solvang School is also the only school in the Solvang School District which
serves students from kindergarten through eighth grade. According to Ed-data.org,
Solvang School had a total of 635 students enrolled during the 2019-2020 school year,
an increase from 605 the previous year and 570 in the 2014-2015 school year. The school
attendance boundaries include the City of Solvang, as well as the unincorporated area
northwest of the city along Ballard Canyon Road and a large area south of the Santa
Ynez River.
The nearest high school to Solvang is Santa Ynez Valley High School, which is located
in the City of Santa Ynez. It is part of the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School District
and is one of only two high schools in the District. The other being Refugio High School,
which is a special program high school located on the same campus as Santa Ynez Valley
High School. The Allan Hancock College, Santa Ynez Valley Center is the nearest highereducation institution to Solvang, located on the Santa Ynez Valley High School campus.

Library Facilities
On July 1, 2019, the City of Goleta took over the libraries in the Santa Ynez
Valley, including the Solvang Library. All libraries managed by Goleta are part
of the Gold Cooperative Library System. The Solvang Library is located on 1745
Mission Drive. At the end of July 2020, Solvang had a total of 18,375 circulating
items which include books, audiobooks, DVDs, and magazines. During the
2019-2020 fiscal year, the library circulated these items 61,724 times. Prior to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the library hosted a number of programs for children
and adults, such as Preschool Storytime and Coding Club. During the stay-athome order in March 2020, the library has transitioned to virtual online events
such as Storytime Live.
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Disadvantaged
Communities
Pursuant to Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged
Communities (Government Code Section 65302.10),
the City must identify each unincorporated island,
fringe, or legacy community within the Sphere of
Influence. The General Plan must address identified
communities by including a description of the
community; a map designating its location; an
analysis of water, wastewater, stormwater drainage,
and structural fire protection needs or deficiencies;
and an analysis of benefit assessment districts or
other financing alternatives that could make the
extension of City services financially feasible.
Based on an analysis of disadvantaged communities
pursuant to SB 244, Solvang does not have any
disadvantaged communities.

WHAT IS A DISADVANTAGED
UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITY?
A disadvantaged unincorporated community is
a fringe, island, or legacy community in which
the median household income is 80 percent
or less than the statewide median household
income.

WHAT IS A FRINGE COMMUNITY?
A fringe community is an inhabited and
unincorporated territory within the Sphere of
Influence (SOI).

WHAT IS AN ISLAND COMMUNITY?
An island community is any inhabited and
unincorporated territory that is surrounded or
substantially surrounded by one or more cities
or by one or more cities and a county boundary
or the Pacific Ocean.

WHAT IS A LEGACY COMMUNITY?
A legacy community is any geographically
isolated unincorporated community that is
inhabited and has existed for at least 50 years.
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8. OPEN SPACE, PARKS, AND RECREATION
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8 . O P E N S P A C E , P A R K S , 		
A N D R E C R E AT I O N
Open space, agricultural areas, parks, and recreation
opportunities provide many benefits to a community, including
economic, health, environmental, social, and overall quality of
life. This section outlines existing open space, agriculture, and
parks in Solvang, as well as recreation programs offered by the
City of Solvang Parks and Recreation Department.
Despite abundant open space in the surrounding Santa Ynez
Valley, open space within the city is limited to Solvang parks
(discussed on page 78), two open space areas, a vacant
agricultural area, a golf course and ranch, and Mission Santa
Inés.
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Open Space
The Planning Area contains two open space parcels. The first is a 2.67-acre parcel
located south of SR 246 near Nykobing, opposite the southern tip of Hans Christian
Andersen Park. The second is a 9.00-acre parcel behind the homes along Aarhus Drive,
east of Oster Sted Court. This area is owned by the Nyborg Estates Homeowners
Association and contains a steep canyon with some walking trails. Figure 8-1 shows
open space parcels within the Planning Area.
Although only a few parcels are designated as open space by the General Plan, many
residential subdivisions within the Planning Area incorporate open space areas,
particularly between neighborhoods. The image below shows examples of planned
residential open space near Hillside Drive.
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Figure 8-1: Open Space

Figure 8-1:
Designated Open Space
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Agriculture
The Planning Area includes 80.51 acres designated for agriculture. These
areas include Mission Santa Inés (25.34 acres), the Alisal Guest Ranch (29.84
acres), and a group of vacant parcels along the Santa Ynez River, just south
of Fjord Drive (25.30 acres). Other than the Alisal Guest Ranch, there are no
parcels used for commercial agriculture within the Planning Area. Figure 8-2
shows areas designated for agriculture within the Planning Area.

Alisal Guest Ranch Resort, located in the southern portion of the city, is
a 10,000-acre working cattle ranch and a one-of-a-kind resort. The ranch
includes two golf courses, horseback riding, tennis, fishing, first-class
accommodations, spa services, and fine dining. The Guest Ranch Resort is
shown on Figure 8-2 and the Golf Course is shown on Figure 8-3.
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Figure 8-2: Agriculture

Mission Santa Inés

Figure 8-2:
Agriculture
Vacant Agricultural Parcels

Alisal Guest Ranch
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Parks
The City of Solvang operates approximately 205 acres of parkland, recreational areas, and city
facilities that function as community gathering places. These facilities are shown on Figure 8-3,
and described below.

ACTIVE PARKS (A)
Hans Christian Anderson Park (A) is a 51.29-acre park located at 633 Chalk Hill Road in the
northeast portion of the city. The park stretches from Frandensborg Canyon Road north of
Chalk Hill Road to SR 246 near Nykobing and includes hiking trails, equestrian trails, open
spaces, a horseshoe pit, a skate park, tennis courts, picnic tables, barbecues, restrooms,
four reservable picnic areas (one sheltered), and the Atterdag, a reservable outdoor
amphitheater. The Park offers a unique interaction with the natural landscape through distinct
topography and riparian habitat of Adobe Creek consisting of oak woodland and coastal scrub
communities. Approximately 48 percent of the city is within half a mile walking radius from
Hans Christian Andersen Park.
Solvang Park (A) is a 0.58-acre park located at 1 st Street and Park Way. The park features open
lawn areas, trails, picnic tables, restrooms, a gazebo that serves as a covered stage or dance
floor, and various statues. Solvang Park hosts the local Farmer’s Market and serves as a central
gathering place for residents.
Sunny Fields Park (A) is a 6.68-acre park located at 900 Alamo Pintado Road, between Coyote
Creek Road and Lark Hill. The park features two playgrounds, softball field, four tennis courts,
picnic tables, barbecues, restrooms, horseshoe pit, walking trails, and two reservable sheltered
picnic areas.

PASSIVE PARKS (P)
Creekside Place Park (P) is a 6.76-acre open space area located along Rebild Drive between
Coyote Creek Road. The area includes a shaded creek area, informal trails, and a portion of a
paved public trail that connects the commercial area near Old Mission Drive and Santa Ynez
High School.
Alisal Commons Park (P) is a 1.01-acre open space area located at the north end of Glen Way,
near Alisal Road, just north of the Alisal Golf Course. The area includes informal trails and is
used for light recreation and as a pedestrian connection between neighboring areas.
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Figure 8-3: Parks

Sunny Fields Park (A)

Creekside Place Park (P)

Hans Christian Anderson Park and Skatepark (A)
Solvang Park (A)

Alisal Commons Park (P)

Figure 8-3:
Parks
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Recreation Programs
The City of Solvang Parks and Recreation Department strives to offer programming that
provides fun, safe, exciting, and entertaining opportunities for everyone. Classes and
programs include gymnastics, music lessons, gardening, cooking and baking lessons,
martial arts, soccer, bicycling camps, art, dance, and many more. Residents may
register at cityofsolvang.com or by phone.

Did you know? In 2003 the City of Solvang formed a partnership with the
City of Buellton Recreation Department to create and implement shared
programming for Valley residents of all ages. The combined program
is funded by the City of Buellton while the City of Solvang provides
operations and maintenance. This partnership between the two cities
was designed to take advantage of the recreation infrastructure Solvang
had in place and to work toward a more regional approach to providing
recreation programs and activities to Valley residents.

Special Events
Throughout the year, the Solvang Parks and Recreation Department holds special
events to build community and encourage healthy recreation. Annual events include
the Turkey Trot, Haunted House, Easter Eggstravaganza, and more.

Recreation Facilities
The Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building is a community facility owned by the City
of Solvang in downtown Solvang, at 1745 Mission Drive. A local landmark, built
more than a half century ago, the Veterans’ Memorial Building is available to rent for
weddings, ceremonies, meetings, fundraisers, and other community events. Residents
may rent the Large Hall and/or Legion Hall with or without adjacent kitchen facilities.
The 3,400 square foot Large Hall has a maximum capacity of 490. The Legion Wing is
approximately 1,700 square feet and can host up to 215 people.
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buelltonREC

Winter/Spring 2021

&

Wonderful Winter
Spectacular Spring
Buellton Gymnastics

Instructor Gene Johnson has over 30 years of
experience coaching and teaching gymnastics
on the Central Coast. @ Buellton Rec Center
Session 1: Wednesdays, Jan 13-Feb 24,
no class Feb 17
Ages 3-5: 2-2:35pm, $95
K-5th graders: 2:40-3:20pm, $105
Session 2: Wednesdays, Mar 3-Apr 14,
no class Apr 7
Winter/Spring 2021
Ages 3-5: 2-2:35pm, $95
K-5th graders: 2:40-3:20pm, $105
Session 3: Wednesdays, Apr 21-May 26
Ages 3-5: 2-2:35pm, $95
K-5th graders: 2:40-3:20pm, $105

tonREC

&

er
ng

to DJ
Y

Tiny Tots Jamboree

Tuesdays @ 9:30am & Thursdays @ 6pm,
on-going, Ages 1-4, $100/8 classes or
$15/drop-in, Buellton Rec Center
Watch our website for an April start date.
Join Ms. Julie for a fun hour of exploring music,
dance, and games designed with Toddlers and
Preschoolers in mind! Ms. Julie is a former
KinderMusik teacher, singer, and has years of
experience working with children of all ages.

Buellton Rocks!

Parks&

SOLVAN

WINTER/SPRING 2021

LUAU EASTER

Learning how to DJ
with DJ PEETEY

Tuesdays, Jan 19-Feb 9, 3-5pm,
Ages 10-15, $280 or $80per
class drop-in, Rec Center Rm B.
DJ PEETEY teaches kids how to
set-up sound equipment & play
music! Max 6 kids.

Special Events Ret

Parks&Rec

Kids Garden Club

Wednesdays, Apr 14-Jun 2,
3-4pm, Ages 5-12, $10 for entire 8 wk session,
Buellton Rec Center
Get your hands dirty! Kerry Morgantini teaches
you how to grow and harvest your own fresh
food. Perfect for the natural explorer or kids who
think veggies just come from the grocery store.

WINTER/SPRING
Mommy
& Me Garden2021
Time

Wednesdays, Apr 14-Jun 2, 10:30-11:30am,
Ages 3-5 with adult, $10 for entire 8 wk session,
Buellton Rec Center
Springtime fun in the garden. Green thumb
mom and former preschool teacher Kerry
Morgantini shares the joy of growing and
learning about where fresh food comes from.

SOLVANG

Karlin's Spring
Break Futsal Clinic

Monday-Friday, Apr 5-9, 9am-12noon, Ages 614, $140, Buellton Rec Center
Indoor soccer clinic offers Karlin's signature
coaching style with an emphasis on footwork
and fun. Stay active this spring break!

Archery at River View Park

Wednesdays, April 14-May 5, 4-5pm, Ages 8+,
LUAU
EASTER
$60, Max 8 kids, River View Park
Come hit the bulls eye with instructor Thom
Chamberlain of TLC Archery. Whether you're a
beginner or want to improve your skills in this
exciting sport, this class is for you.

Day Camps

Mother/Son Luau

Easter Eggstravaganza

March 19, 2021
Doors open: 5:30pm, Pizza dinner: 6:30pm.
Dancing/games to follow. $30/pair,
$10/additional sibling. Vets Hall. Special
memories with your son(s)! Dinner, music,
games and fun with your son. Tickets will be
available for sale March 1, 2021 if we know
this event will happen.

Saturday, April 3, 10am, FREE!
The 30th Annual Easter Egg Hu
River View Park in Buellton. Tho
thousands of eggs are hidden f
age groups. Don't be late beca
ash! After the hunt, enjoy gam
crafts, and more! Plus, take ph
Easter Bunny!

REC N’ ROLL

Kung Fu

Tuesdays and Thursdays, ongoing
classes
Little Dragons, Beginners, Ages 4-6,
3:30-4pm, $43/8 visits
Little Dragons, Intermediate, Ages 4-6,
4-4:30pm, $43/8 visits
Kung Fu, Ages 7-14, 4:30-6pm, $63/8
visits
Purchase punch card thru Solvang Parks & Rec.

Monday-Friday, Ages 6-12, 7:30am-6pm,
$200/5 days, $140/3 day, $50/1 day, Buellton
Experienced naturalists with the non-prot
Starting in February, Open to all Buellton 6thRec Center
NatureTrack will lead small groups in exploring
8th graders with a passion for classic rock and
Play games and make new friends. Meet at
the amazing world around us.
pop music, FREE!
Buellton Rec Center. Bring a nutritious sack
Day Hiking 101 for Middle Schoolers, Tuesdays,
Pre-Tball
Learn to play bass, guitar or
lunch daily and be ready for a week of pure fun!
3:30-6:30pm, 6th-8th grade, $20 Buellton Rec
drums in a real band in this
Thursdays, April 15-May 6, 4-4:45pm, Ages 3-4,
February Break Camp
transportation fee for all 4 hikes, meet at
12 week course led by
Sunny Fields, $38
Mon, Feb 15 – Game Day & Movie
Buellton Rec Center
Club
credentialed
music Spring
teacher
Great introduction for beginners. Learn how to
Tue, Feb 16 – Boomer's
Karlin's
March 9—Hiking Basics at Gaviota State Park
Mother/Son
Luau
Outdoor
Rec n’ Roll
Easter
Eggstravaganza
and director of Schickville
4-Jun 2,
play the
game. Participants
will need a glove.
Wed,
Feb
17
–
Cachuma
Nature
Cruise
Break Futsal Clinic
March 16—Sprained Angles & Blistered Toes
Music Academy, Matt Schick.
$10 for entire 8 wk session,
ParentFriday,
participation
required.
April 30,
6-8pm, Crossroads Church
March 19, 2021
Saturday,
April'n3,
10am, FREE!
Thu, Feb
18 – Rock
Jump
Monday-Friday, Apr 5-9, 9am-12noon, Ages March
623—Unexpected Overnight at Midland
Includes proper instrumental
Parking Lot, FREE event, $10 skate rental
Doors open: 5:30pm, Pizza dinner: 6:30pm.Fri, Feb
The
Annual
Easter
Egg
Hunt returns to
1930th
– Park
Hopper
& Ice
Cream
14, $140, Buellton Rec Center
March 30—Midland Trails
technique, music theory and
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View
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age6 groups.
Don't
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because
it's
over
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SunnyBuellton.
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&
Movie
Garden Time
Burton Mesa Ecological Reserve.
Wednesdays, April 14-May 5, 4-5pm, Ages 8+,
4-Jun 2, 10:30-11:30am,grant from the City of Buellton. Limited spaces
Kind Kids
Outdoor Adventures, Tuesdays, 3-6pm, 3rd-5th
$60,
Max
kids,
Park
so don't
miss
out8 on
thisRiver
rareView
enrichment
$10 for entire 8 wk session,
Rec transportation
fee for
Bakery Boot Camp for Kids Thursdays, March 4,11,18, 3:45-4:45pm, Ages 6+
Fu
Come hit
the bulls
eyeat
with
instructor Thom grade, $15 Solvang Kung
opportunity.
Apply
online
schickville.com
þ CLICK
Spring Break, Wed-Fri, April 7-9, 2-4pm, Solvang Vets Hall, $20, Positive Attitude Required!
TuesdaysVets
andHall
Thursdays, ongoing
Chamberlain of TLC Archery. Whether you're all
a 3 hikes, meet at Solvang
e garden. Green thumb
Teach your kids the importance of volunteerism and
$100, Ages 8+
classes
beginner or want to improve your skills in thisApril 13—Midland Trails
eschool teacher Kerry
805-688-1086
random acts of kindness. The group will have tasks
April 20—Nojoqui Falls
Park Beginners, Ages 4-6,þ CALL
Great opportunity
for those who love to bake.
LittleState
Dragons,
exciting sport, this class is for you.
he joy of growing and
and projects around town while visiting with people
April 27—Gaviota State
Beach $43/8 visits
Learn the basics
3:30-4pm,
e fresh food comes from.
þ COME IN 301 Second St Buellton
of baking, in need and supervised/led by Parks & Rec staff.
Little Dragons, Intermediate, Ages 4-6,
Day Camps
decorating,
4-4:30pm,
$43/8
visits
Monday-Friday, Ages 6-12, 7:30am-6pm,
Hikes for All Ages
creativity and more!
Kung Fu, Ages 7-14, 4:30-6pm, $63/8
$200/5 days, $140/3 day, $50/1 day, Buellton
ists with the non-prot
Eat them too! Focus
visits
Rec Center
d small groups in exploring
is on cookies, rolls,
Purchase
punch
card
thru
Solvang
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&
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Play games and make new friends. Meet at
around us.
breads and other
Buellton Rec Center. Bring a nutritious sack
Middle Schoolers, Tuesdays,
delicious sweet treats.
Pre-Tball
lunch daily and be ready for a week of pure fun!
8th grade, $20 Buellton Rec
Thursdays,
April
15-May
6,
4-4:45pm,
Ages
3-4,
February Break Camp
or all 4 hikes, meet at
Sunny Fields, $38
Mon, Feb 15 – Game Day & Movie
Great introduction for beginners. Learn how to
Tue, Feb 16 – Boomer's
asics at Gaviota State Park
ALL OF OUR
play the game. Participants will need a glove.
Wed, Feb 17 – Cachuma Nature Cruise
d Angles & Blistered Toes
Parent participation required.
Thu, Feb 18 – Rock 'n Jump
PROGRAMS WILL
cted Overnight at Midland
Fri, Feb 19 – Park Hopper & Ice Cream
Trails
FOLLOW
Spring Break Camp
Pre-Soccer
Tuesday, April 6,
Mon, Apr 5 – Park Hopper
Tuesdays, May 11-June 1, 4-4:45pm, Ages 3-4,
CURRENT HEALTH
dren w/Adult, $5,
Tue, Apr 6 – Rock 'n Jump
Sunny Fields, $38
c Center
Wed, Apr 7 – Beach Hike
Great introduction for beginners. Learn how to play & SAFETY GUIDELINES AND
the natural world with your
Thu, Apr 8 – SB Zoo
this popular sport. Parent participation required.
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is beautiful, easy hike at the
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Fri, Apr 9 – UnOlympics & Movie
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þ
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cityofsolvang.com
Thursdays, March 4,11,18, 3:45-4:45pm, Ages 6+
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þ
CLICK
Solvang Vets Hall, $20, Positive Attitude Required!
Solvang Vets Hall
þ CALL
688-5575
Teach your kids the importance of volunteerism and
Trails
805-688-1086
þ CALL
random acts of kindness. The group will have tasks
alls State Park
þ
COME
IN
and projects around town while visiting with people
tate Beach
1644 Oak St, Solvang
in need and supervised/led by Parks & Rec staff.
þ COME IN 301 Second St Buellton

NatureTrack Hikes for All Ages

PARKS & REC
MAKE LIFE BETTER!

REGISTER

Special Events Return!

buelltonrec.com

“

sign up
today!

REGISTER

GREAT TRIPS
CLASSES
CAMPS &
MORE THRU
WINTER
& SPRING

buelltonrec.com

PARKS & REC
MAKE LIFE BETTER!

3

“

b 9, 3-5pm,
or $80per
enter Rm B.
kids how to
ment & play
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Bakery Boot Camp f

Spring Break, Wed-Fri, April
$100, Ages 8+
Great opportunity for those

ALL
PROG
FO
CURRE
& SAFETY GUIDEL
ARE SUBJECT TO

PARKS &
MAKE LIFE B
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9. ENVIRONMENT

9. ENVIRONMENT
The Environment section describes the existing conditions
related to environmental resources and sustainability in
Solvang. This section includes water quality and supply, air
quality, and biological resources.
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Water Resources
Water quality in Solvang is monitored through the Water Division’s State-Certified water
operators’ drinking water testing. The Water Division's State-certified water operators
perform daily, monthly, and annual testing of Solvang's drinking water to verify that
residents are receiving a safe supply of municipal water. The City’s water quality report is known
as the Consumer Confidence Report. The most recent Consumer Confidence Report (2020) indicates
that the water the City produces and distributes meets and exceeds State and Federal
standards for drinking water quality.
The City provides brochures and posters of Stormwater Best Management Practices Guides
for automobiles, homeowners, landscapers, restaurants, gardeners, and more for the
community to reference.

Drought
Drought is a result of lower-than-average rainfall over an extended period of time. Solvang,
located in the Santa Ynez valley has a semi-arid climate, which is favorable for drought
conditions. As the effects of climate change increase globally, Solvang is likely to see
an increase in average temperatures, thereby elevating the potential risk for periods of
drought. The combination of increased temperatures and reduced rainfall and loss of Sierra
Snowpack could exacerbate drought related impacts to Solvang. The 2012-2017 statewide
drought, which included the driest year on record for California, led to substantial reduction
in the water supply for the city.
Solvang receives water from three sources – the State Water Project through the Central
Coast Water Authority (CCWA) (approximately 55 percent of City’s water supply),
groundwater (approximately 40 percent of City’s water supply), and other purchased water
(5 percent of City’s water supply). The City’s Water System Master Plan Update that Solvang
has a dependable supply of water adequate for the current population and development
buildout of the existing General Plan. The City manages the City’s groundwater supply in
partnership with the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District (SYRWCD). The City,
CCWA, and SYRWCD regularly monitor water levels pursuant to applicable standards.
SYRWCD also publishes an annual water quality report.
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Air Quality
Solvang is located in the South Central Coast Air Basin (SCCAB), which includes all of San
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura Counties, and is within the jurisdiction of the
Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (SBCAPCD). The SBAPCD conducts
continuous air monitoring to assess regional air quality and updates its website with hourly
measurements and issues alerts when conditions reach hazardous levels. The primary air
pollutants in Santa Barbara County are ground-level ozone, particulate matter, and air
toxins. Solvang does not contain substantial air pollutants that are typically caused by
industrial and manufacturing uses. The majority of local air pollution sources in Solvang are
from the operation of on-road vehicles tied to local and regional traffic on State Route 246.
Compared to pollution from vehicle use, both stationary and areawide sources account for
less air pollution in Solvang. In addition, smoke associated with wildfires is another source
of particulate matter that greatly affects air quality in Solvang and the greater Santa Ynez
Valley during fire events. Wildfires are expected to pose a greater threat to the region and
the state as climate change increases their frequency and severity. Air quality in Solvang is
measured and monitored at the Santa Ynez Monitoring Station, located outside of the city
limits.
Santa Barbara County is in attainment of State and Federal standards for all criteria
pollutants, except PM10 (particulate matter between 10 and 2.5 micrometers in diameter).
"Attainment” status for a pollutant means that the Air District meets the standard set by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (federal) or California Environmental Protection
Agency (state). In April 2018, the SBCAPCD achieved attainment status for the Federal
8-hour ozone standard. The District retains “nonattainment-transitional” status for State
ozone one-hour and eight-hour standards as the number of exceedances trends downward
over time. In 2019, this station reported zero days that exceeded air quality standards.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Greenhouse gases (GHG) trap heat in the Earth’s atmosphere and influence the surface
temperature of Earth. The main sources of GHG emissions in California include cars,
energy production, and large-scale business activity. Although the City of Solvang has
not adopted a Climate Action Plan, Santa Barbara County completed a countywide GHG
inventory and Climate Action Plan to reduce GHG emissions in the unincorporated county.
The table below illustrates countywide CO 2 emissions in 2007 and 2015.
Table 9-1: Santa Barbara County Emissions Inventory
Sector
Residential Energy
Industrial Energy
Waste
Off Road Equipment
Water/Wastewater
Agriculture
Transportation
Aircraft
Total

2007 Emissions MT CO CO2e
195,490
168,360
91,920
102,140
49,510
62,110
521,160
2,270
1,192,970

Notes: MT=Metric Tons
CO2e= Carbon Dioxide Emissions
Source: Santa Barbara County Energy and Climate Action Plan.

2015 Emissions MT CO CO2e
146,650
155,390
76,880
101,130
32,030
64,230
443,840
2,540
1,022,690

Percent Change
-25
-8
-16
-1
-35
3
-15
12
-14
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Biological Resources
Solvang is located at the southern point of the Santa Ynez Valley and the Santa Ynez River borders
and flows through a portion of the city. The Santa Ynez River and Watershed is a riparian habitat
for a variety of species including Willows, Cottonwoods, and the Southwestern Willow Flycatchers.
The watershed is also identified as a Critical Habitat for Steelhead Trout, which are endangered in
Southern California. The State Water Resources Control Board adopted an order to protect the
steelhead trout population and downstream senior water right holders for Cachuma Reservoir in
Santa Barbara County. This will assist in restoration for the Santa Ynez River watershed ecosystem.
There are three California Protected Areas within Solvang for conservation purposes. Habitats
within the city include (USFS):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual Grassland
Barren
Coastal Oak Woodland
Coastal Scrub
Deciduous Orchard
Mixed Chaparral
Urban
Valley Foothill Riparian
Valley Oak Woodland

Solvang also includes a designated wetland within its city
limits. The wetland is considered a palustrine wetland and is
dominated by trees, shrubs, and other emergent vegetation.
A palustrine wetland includes any inland wetland that contains
ocean-derived salts in concentrations of less than 0.5 parts per
thousand and is non-tidal.

9. ENVIRONMENT

Chumash Cultural Resources
Solvang has a long history of native and non-native settlement. The Chumash were the original
inhabitants of the region. A subsect of the Chumash known as the Ynezeño, occupied the Alisos Canyon
area of the Santa Ynez Valley, which includes modern-day Solvang. The remaining Chumash now reside
on the Chumash Indian Reservation, located approximately six miles northeast of Solvang, which was
established in 1901. The reservation includes tribal families, tribal government, and the Chumash
Casino Resort, and exists as the only Federally-recognized Chumash tribe in the United States. During
the 18th-century, the Chumash population was estimated to be in the tens of thousands, with territory
covering approximately 7,000 square miles spanning from Malibu to Paso Robles and stretching
inland to the western edge of the San Joaquin Valley. Due to extensive Native American settlement
in the Santa Ynez Valley, archaeological resources are regularly uncovered in the vicinity of Solvang,
predominately near waterways including the Santa Ynez River. Based on the pattern and extent of prehistoric and historic settlement, previously undiscovered resources may be present within the city.

Mission Santa Inés
Mission Santa Inés, located at 1760 Mission
Drive in Solvang, was founded in 1804, as part
of the Spanish Missions of California. The
Mission was chosen as a midway point between
Mission Santa Barbara and Mission La Purisima
Concepcion. Most of the original church
structure was destroyed during the 1812 Santa
Barbara earthquake. It was reconstructed
in 1817 to better withstand seismic events.
Today the Mission serves as a museum as well
as a parish church of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

Danish Influence
Danish American culture is also represented in Solvang
due to Danish migration in 1911, when 9,000 acres were
purchased in the Santa Ynez Valley. The first structure that
reflected Danish and North European architecture was a
home built by Ferd Sorenson in the 1930s. The Danish
culture has influenced Solvang’s downtown, which includes
row-like structures with Danish facades containing shops
and restaurants, and other Scandinavian influences.
Solvang is home to several museums celebrating the
cultural history of the community and region including
The Elverhoj Museum of History and Art. The museum
focuses on the influence of the Danish American culture
on Solvang through historical art and architecture.

For more information on the region's history, see page 6.
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10. HAZARDS AND SAFETY

10. HAZARDS AND SAFETY
Natural hazards in the Solvang region are similar to those in
Santa Barbara County and the greater region. Earthquake,
wildfire, and drought are of the highest concerns, as well as an
increased number of high heat days and localized flooding.
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Earthquakes
Santa Barbara County is located in a high seismic activity zone in the
Traverse Range geologic province. Movement of continental plates
manifest primarily along the San Andreas Fault system, which is situated
seven miles northeast of Santa Barbara County. Active faults within
the San Andreas Fault system in Santa Barbara County include the
Nacimiento, Ozena, Suey, and Little Pine Faults. Other known active
faults in the region include the Big Pine, Mesa, Santa Ynez, GraveyardTurkey Trap, More Ranch, Pacifico, and Santa Rosa Island faults (County
of Santa Barbara et al. 2017). The city of Solvang, like much of the
Central Coast and Southern California, sits atop active faults. Both the
Santa Ynez River Fault, which bisects the city, and the Santa Ynez Fault
are both considered potentially active and are capable of producing
sizable damaging earthquakes.
The most recent major earthquake in the region occurred on December
22, 2003, when a magnitude 6.5 earthquake struck the central California
coast. The event, known as the San Simeon earthquake, occurred about
seven miles northeast of the City of San Simeon. Although the San
Simeon earthquake had a more substantial impact on San Luis Obispo
County, the event was widely felt throughout Santa Barbara County,
including Solvang. Due to Solvang’s proximity to active faults with a
history of producing large damaging earthquakes, the city has a high
probability of experiencing the effects of one or more large earthquakes
in the future. According to the 2007 Uniform California Earthquake
Rupture Forecast, the Solvang area has between 5 and 10 percent
probability of experiencing an earthquake of magnitude 6.7 or higher
over the next 30 years (City of Solvang 2016).
The Santa Ynez Valley and Solvang are subject to a variety of seismicrelated hazards, including liquefaction, slope instability, and expansive
soils. Properties near the Santa Ynez River are located on alluvium
deposits, which increase the potential from ground shaking damage.
Most of the developed areas in Solvang are located on or within close
proximity to the alluvial deposits which poses greater potential to
enhanced ground shaking during seismic events. The alluvial soils
typically found along the Santa Ynez River and Alamo Pintado Creek also
have a high susceptibility for liquefaction, according to the California
Geological Survey. The potential for liquefaction can exacerbate the
overall effects from local and regional seismic events. Unlike areas
adjacent to waterways with unstable soil, properties located in the
hillsides are susceptible to rockfalls and landslides. Such events are
common during larger seismic events and have the ability to cause
considerable damage.
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Damage from the San Simeon ear thquake, Paso Robles, California. Photo: latimes.com
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Flooding
The Santa Ynez River, Alamo Pintado Creek, Alisal Creek, and Adobe Creek are sources of flooding
concern for Solvang. Figure 10-1 shows flood hazard areas that pose a threat to Solvang. Areas
located in a 100-year floodplain have a 1 percent chance each year of flooding, while areas in a
500-year floodplain have a 0.2 percent chance each year of flooding. The 100-year and 500-year
floodplains in the city are along the Santa Ynez River and Alamo Pintado Creek, located in the
southwestern and eastern portions of the city.
To reduce potential damage from flooding in these areas, all new structures are required to be
located at least 50 feet from the top of the banks and creeks, allowing for ample space for overflow
if a flooding event occurs. In addition, development located in designated FEMA Special Flood
Hazard Areas (SFHA) within the city are required to undergo review by the Santa Barbara County
Flood Control District.

10. HAZARDS AND SAFETY

Figure 10-1: Flood Hazard Zones
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Wildfire
Wildfires can be classified as either a wildland fire or a wildland-urban interface fire (County
of Santa Barbara et al. 2017). A wildland fire typically occurs in areas that are relatively
undeveloped except for minimal infrastructure such as roads and power lines. A wildland-urban
interface fire includes situations in which a wildfire enters an area that is developed with buildings
and houses.

Wildfire Risk
Solvang, like much of Santa Barbara County, is at risk from wildfires, due to the combination of
dry, windy conditions and woodlands, brushlands, chaparral, and grasslands that burn readily.
Under drought conditions, the fire season can extend through summer and fall and into the winter
months. California law requires CAL FIRE to identify the severity of fire hazards statewide. To
accomplish this, CAL FIRE identified Fire Hazard Severity Zones based on factors such as fuel,
slope of the land and fire weather. CAL FIRE assigns responsibility for each zone to either the
State or a local jurisdiction. Fire hazard severity zones for the City of Solvang are shown on Figure
10-2, in which several areas in city limits are designated as either Moderate or High Fire Severity
Zones. Areas outside and immediately adjacent to the city are in Moderate, High, and Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones.
The steep hillsides to the south and west and in the eastern corner of the city have dense oak
woodland and chaparral vegetation and are mapped as Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones.
Therefore, the city’s wildland urban interface requires routine fuel management, review of site
design for projects, and adequate emergency access to protect life and property.
No recorded wildfires have occurred within Solvang. The closest recorded wildfire to the city
was the Whittier fire, which occurred in 1955, approximately three miles southeast of Solvang.
Regionally, Santa Barbara County has an extensive history of large destructive wildfires, several of
which has burned through the Los Padres National Forest, which is located 12 miles northeast of
Solvang. One of the largest fires, the Zaca Fire in 2007, burned over 240,000 acres.
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Figure 10-2:
Fire Hazard Severity Zones
Fire Hazard Zones - City Responsibility

Fire Hazard Zones - State Responsibility
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As shown in Table 10-1 major wildfires in Santa Barbara County have increased in frequency,
particularly over the past 16 years.
Table 10-1: Major Wildfires in Santa Barbara County, 1955-2017
Fire Name
Refugio
Coyote
Romero
Sycamore
Wheeler
Painted Cave
Marre
Gaviota
Perkins
Zaca
Gap
Tea
Jesusita
La Brea
Sherpa
Rey
Canyon
Whittier
Thomas

Date
September 1955
September 1964
October 1971
July 1977
July 1985
June 1990
September 1993
July 2004
July 2006
July 2007
July 2008
November 2009
May 2009
August 2009
June 2016
August 2016
September 2016
July 2017
December 2017

Acres Burned

79,428
65,338
14,538
806
119,361
4,270
43,822
7,440
14,998
240,207
9,443
1,940
8,773
91,622
7,474
32,606
12,742
18,430
281,893

Miles from Solvang

10
35
38
Unknown
20
29
20
15
10
17
20
33
33
10
13
18
21
3
45

Source: County of Santa Barbara. 2019.

Fire Impacts
Wildfires increase erosion and runoff from burned areas, due to loss of vegetation and the
decreased water absorption capacity of the soil. This leads to the potential of mudslides,
landslides, and debris flows during rain events following wildfires. Surface water quality can
be severely degraded by debris from fires, and increased sedimentation of local creeks and
reservoirs degrade quality and decrease storage capacity. Fires can also damage water supply
infrastructure, causing supply interruptions, loss of stored water, and impacts to water quality
in the system (County of Santa Barbara 2019).
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Climate Change
Greenhouse Gas Effect
Certain gases in the Earth’s atmosphere, commonly known as greenhouse gases (GHGs),
play a critical role in determining the Earth’s surface temperature. Solar radiation enters
the Earth’s atmosphere from space. A portion of the radiation is absorbed by the Earth’s
surface and a smaller portion of this radiation is reflected toward space. As GHGs
accumulate in the Earth’s atmosphere, they absorb more of the Sun’s radiation, trapping
heat and slowly affecting climate conditions on the planet. This phenomenon, known as the
greenhouse effect, is important for maintaining a habitable climate on Earth. Prominent
GHGs contributing to the greenhouse effect are carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide,
hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulfur hexafluoride.
Although the greenhouse gas effect is integral to sustaining life on Earth, human activities
emit GHGs in excess of natural ambient concentrations. This buildup of GHGs in the
atmosphere is contributing to climate change, which is generally associated with warming of
Earth’s average surface temperature.

Climate Impacts
Globally, climate change is already linked to several changes that may affect biological life
forms, including humans. Scientists have measured shrinking ice sheets, warming oceans,
increasing global temperatures, declining snow cover, sea level rise, and species extinction.
Climate change has the potential to result in flooding of low-lying areas (due to sea level
rise), reduction of fresh-water supply (due to rainfall and snowfall changes), adverse changes
to biological resources and public health (due to increased temperature, less-productive
habitats, and expansion of disease vectors), and other potentially adverse environmental
consequences.
A global warming trend is clear, with the last five years being the warmest on record (NASA
2020). Additionally, the 20 hottest years on record have all occurred since 1998. Climate
change is a global phenomenon that has the potential to affect local health, natural
resources, infrastructure, emergency response, tourism, and many other facets of society.
Projected climate change impacts and climate resilience for Solvang are described below
based on information presented by Cal-Adapt 1 and the Central Coast Summary Report of
California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment. In Solvang, the most pronounced effects of
climate change will be increased average temperature, more extreme heat days, and elevated
drought risk, all of which may lead to increased wildfires. Air quality impacts from fires, both
local and throughout the western region, may also continue to be an issue.

Cal-Adapt is an interactive platform that allows users to explore how climate change might affect California at the
local level under different emissions scenarios and climate models. To be conservative, the projections in this repor t use
Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP) 8.5, also known as the high emissions scenario. A range of climate models exist
to cover the variability of physical processes, leading to warm/dry simulations and cool/wet simulations. Best practices for
conservative planning indicate that an average of all models give the most representative value.
1
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TEMPERATURE
Average Minimum and Maximum Temperature
Compared to the observed 30-year average from 1961-1990, average maximum temperatures in
Solvang are expected to rise 4.2° Fahrenheit (F) by mid-century (2035-2064), and 7.2°F by the end
of the century (2070-2099). Additionally, average minimum temperatures in the city are expected
to rise between 3.9°F and 6.9°F by the end of the century. Historical climate data has already
demonstrated increasing maximum and minimum temperatures in the Central Coast region.
Figure 10-3 shows average maximum temperatures in Solvang over time.
Figure 10-3: Annual Average Maximum Temperature

High Emissions Scenario

Extreme Heat Events
Solvang is projected to experience more extreme heat conditions over time. Compared to the
observed 30-year average from 1961-1990, the annual number of extreme heat days, defined as
days with temperatures over the extreme heat threshold of 92.5°F, is projected to increase 11
days by mid-century and 27 days by the end of the century. From 1961 to 1990, the observed
average number of days in the longest heat wave was 2.1. By the end of the century, from 2070
to 2099, the high emissions scenario projects the average number of days in the longest heat
wave at 6.2. Figure 10-4 shows the number of extreme heat days in Solvang over time based on
the high emissions scenario.
Figure 10-4: Annual Number of Extreme Heat Days

High Emissions Scenario
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PRECIPITATION
Overall, the projections show no clear or consistent precipitation trends in Solvang during
the next century. However, even small changes in precipitation can lead to substantial
effects on water supply and agriculture. Projections for the Central Coast Region predict an
intensification of precipitation, as well as an increase in the annual number of dry days and
a decrease in the number of wet days. Fewer, but more severe rainfall events are projected,
which will result in intense stormwater runoff that may overwhelm the City’s Wastewater
Treatment Plant, and potentially adversely affect the Santa Ynez River and surrounding
tributaries, as well as downstream coastal water quality.

STORMS AND FLOODING
Climate change may cause low-lying areas in Solvang to experience more frequent flooding
and an increase in the extent of 100-year floods due to more extreme weather events. As
shown in the Flooding section above, areas in Solvang designated as flood hazard zones by
FEMA include 100-year flood zones located along Alamo Pintado Creek near State Route 246
and in portions of the Alisal Golf Course. Flooding can occur by rivers and creeks following
persistent precipitation, when soils become saturated and runoff is increased; but flash
floods resulting from short duration, high intensity rainfall does not require saturated soils.
Both increased temperatures and more frequent short-duration, high-intensity rainfall could
increase the potential for flash flooding and debris flows, particularly after wildfires. These
events have the potential to pose a major threat to life and property in Solvang.

DROUGHT
Climate change will likely increase the probability that low precipitation years will coincide
with above-average temperature years. For more information, refer to the Water Resources
section in Chapter 9, Environment.

WILDFIRE
Climate change has the potential to affect multiple elements of the wildfire system, including
fire behavior, ignitions, fire management, and vegetation fuels. Extreme heat events create
the highest fire risk and increased temperatures may intensify wildfire danger by warming
and drying out vegetation.
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Adaptation and Resilience
Solvang seeks to keep residents and assets as safe as possible in the event of a
disaster through hazard mitigation and emergency response efforts and land use
controls. The City also works with Santa Barbara County on a number of plans and
programs.
Resiliency efforts in Solvang include:
• Participation in the Santa Barbara County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan
• City of Solvang Emergency Management Plan
• City of Solvang Safety Element
• City of Solvang Water System Master Plan Update EIR – Hazards and Hazardous
Materials
• Upgrades to buildings and infrastructure to comply with building and fire codes
Understanding local climate risks and impacts that the Solvang community may face
provides a foundation to define future adaptation strategies for the General Plan
update and other planning efforts in Solvang and the region. In Solvang, climate
change is expected will increased average temperature, more extreme heat days,
and elevated drought risk, all of which may lead to increased wildfires. Adaptation
measures should concentrate on these impacts and focus on the most vulnerable
populations and assets in Solvang.

